2009 Conservation Report

Anne Murray, Conservation Committee Co-Chair

In 2009, BC Nature celebrated its 40th anniversary as a voice for nature and naturalists in BC and, as usual, it was a busy year for the volunteers who tackle conservation issues on behalf of our organization. Throughout the province, habitat and species are under threat from large projects, whether it be the proposed Northern Gateway (Enbridge) project to bring oil pipelines to the port of Kitimat, the NaiKun wind farm proposed for Dogfish Banks, the site of a globally Important Bird Area, or the Gateway Program highways that are carving up irreplaceable habitat around Burns Bog and across the farmlands of the Fraser delta. BC Nature becomes involved by presenting submissions during the public comment periods of environmental assessments, by attending meetings, and by writing to politicians. Other conservation work, such as working on the Mountain Caribou Project and supporting the creation of a National Park in the South Okanagan – Similkameen and a National Marine Wildlife Area in the Scott Islands, requires working in close partnership with other organizations. This naturally entails meetings, by conference call or in person, the preparation and reading of reports, and other time-consuming activities. The fact that BC Nature has such a widespread presence is thanks to the work of our many active members, including those on the Conservation Committee and Conservation Network. 
The year started with comments on the draft terms of reference for the proposed Bute Inlet Hydroelectric Project, and a letter to Minister of Environment Barry Penner regarding the survival of Nechako white sturgeon (the subject of one of the 2010 AGM resolutions). Comments were submitted regarding the provincial Trails Strategy, and Conservation Committee members attended meetings of the Wetlands Stewardship Partnership, the Ministry of Environment Climate Action meeting and the Ministry of Environment stakeholder meeting. 
As we moved into spring, Bev was pleased to represent BC Nature at the announcement ceremony for the Bert Brink Wildlife Management Area near Chilliwack in April. BC Nature wrote to the Canadian Senate regarding changes to the Navigable Waters Act, and to Prime Minister Stephen Harper requesting an independent public inquiry to review the Northern Gateway (Enbridge) project. This was compatible with similar requests from most other major BC environmental organizations. However, a Joint Review Panel environmental assessment was chosen by the government, and this is in its early stages. BC Nature, represented by Rosemary Fox and in conjunction with the Kitimat Valley Naturalists, has been working with Nature Canada, which has requested and recently received some intervener funding for preparing material for the environmental assessment. Another northern mega-project, the proposed NaiKun wind farm, which would be the first marine wind farm on the Pacific coast, was the subject of a letter to Premier Gordon Campbell in June. BC Nature is concerned about the impact on the globally significant numbers of migrating birds found in the area proposed for the turbines, as well as the effects on marine mammals. 
A list of conservation actions through the summer occupies a whole page in the BCnature magazine’s fall issue, and reveals the diversity of topics we cover. This is both a strength and a weakness, and BC Nature’s new five year strategic plan looks at how we can handle all the conflicting demands, and learn to prioritize and focus for greater effectiveness. Letters were sent out on all the 2009 resolutions following the AGM at Duncan, and responses were received from politicians in turn. These letters can be either seen on the website or obtained by request from the office. Many Important Bird Area (IBA) outreach meetings were held through the summer and you can read more about them in the IBA report. This program is a proactive method of conservation action and has been successful in reaching a wide variety of people. In July, Peter Ballin and Bev were present when the Wetland Stewardship Partnership was launched at a dedication of the Serpentine River Wildlife Management Area.

We were pleased to learn of the new Off Road Vehicle regulations in the fall – something BC Nature clubs and members have advocated for decades, with long-time member Joan Best and past-President Frances Vyse being particularly persistent on this issue for many years. Also in the fall, BC Nature signed onto the Sierra Club’s letter to members of parliament to pass Bill C-311, the Climate Change Accountability Act, prior to the UN conference in Copenhagen. With 25 other environmental organizations, we also signed onto a statement of expectations on reform of the BC Water Act. A consultation form on cosmetic pesticides was sent to the BC government, and a letter went to the BC Integrated Land Management Bureau, Nanaimo, opposing the logging of DL33 near Nanoose Bay IBA. Finally, Eva Durance and three other Okanagan naturalists were interviewed by staff of the Auditor-General’s office for a performance audit on conservation in BC’s parks and protected areas which was an unusual opportunity to pass on members’ concerns about the operation and role of BC Parks. 
More information on all BC Nature’s conservation activities can be found in the regular columns in BCnature magazine, and on our website. 

Conservation Committee members for 2009 were: Anne Murray, Conservation Committee Co-Chair and Important Bird Areas, Rosemary Fox, Conservation Committee Co-Chair and northern issues, Bev Ramey, Eva Durance, Parks and Protected Areas, Joan Snyder, Mountain Caribou Project, Sarah Gibbins, Species at Risk, Elaine Golds, Peter Ballin, Wetland Stewardship Partnership, and Joe Harrison. The Conservation Network is an email discussion network open to all members of BC Nature. Contact the BC Nature office if you would like to be included.
