Resolution 2006-01.  Spotted Owl Habitat

===============================================================================================

Submitted by Lillooet Naturalist Society, approved May 6, 2006

WHEREAS the Lillooet Naturalist Society and the Federation of BC Naturalists have made requests since 2002 to the various provincial ministries for protection of habitat of the endangered northern Spotted Owl, and

WHEREAS in spite of numerous studies, recommendations and warnings by experts, scientists, government biologists and panels, the government has failed to act to protect the habitat of the endangered northern Spotted Owl in BC, and this has contributed to the owls’ decline and imminent extirpation, and 

WHEREAS sadly only 22 spotted owls were known to exist in BC at the end of 2005 (6 pairs and 10 lone birds), and

WHEREAS with full knowledge of the consequences of destroying critical habitat through logging, the provincial government continued to permit logging of old growth forest and failed to consider the survival of the northern Spotted Owl and other flora and fauna dependent on this old growth habitat, and

WHEREAS recognizing that the Spotted Owl is considered an indicator species for a healthy old growth forest ecosystem, and that protection of the remaining old growth habitat has value for many species, not just the northern Spotted Owl, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the provincial government to protect old growth forest habitat in consideration of Species At Risk and protect sufficient suitable habitat to allow for Spotted Owl recovery and the survival of other old growth dependent species, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists submit a resolution to Nature Canada urging them to take action on this issue with Environment Canada and to support the legal proceedings initiated by several environmental groups to compel government to order protections for the Owl and protect the habitat for the endangered northern Spotted Owl, under Canada’s Species at Risk Act, SARA.

Resolution 2006-02.  Cathedral Grove By-Pass Road

=======================================================================================================

Submitted by Arrowsmith Naturalists Club, Tabled May 6, 2006

With respect to the following resolution, the Minister of Environment announced on April 6th that government is withdrawing plans for the parking lots.  Therefore the Arrowsmith Naturalists Club has asked that this resolution be tabled, and that FBCN write the Minister of Environment as follows:

Dear Minister Penner:
The Federation of BC Naturalists is very pleased to learn of government's decision to use traffic calming measures at Cathedral Grove (MacMillan Provincial Park) and to not clear any more parkland for parking lots.   We believe the long term solution for traffic congestion is to reroute Highway #4 around the park.  A bypass route could be located on the already logged Crown land adjacent to the park and we will be writing the Highways Minister with this suggestion.

Letter to Highways Minister would provide suggested location for rerouting the highway:

Remove the "S" bends and have a long bridge over the Cameron River.  A bonus to this idea would be free wildlife migration under the bridge. Then, take the highway around the south side of the Park and join again somewhere along the shore of Cameron Lake or before.  Cut the road off on the Port Alberni end so that it would no longer be a
"thru" road.  The present highway then becomes a very long parking lot with many pullout spots for people to stop and walk.  Getting the highway away from the lake could prevent disaster in event of any kind of a spill in Cameron Lake.  This would provide a much-improved highway for Port Alberni and points West. It would leave the old highway and associated logging roads through Cathedral Grove for parking and info-centre.

Background 

For many years there has been an ongoing debate over the road to Cathedral Grove on Vancouver Island.  This road – Highway 4 - is also the only road to Port Alberni, Tofino, Ucluelet and Pacific Rim National Park and results in a heavily trafficked and congested road.  Without doing a traffic study, the provincial government has attempted to address the safety and congestion issues by planning to put in a large parking lot for approximately 130 cars and 15 buses in Cathedral Grove.  A public outcry and protests led to a public forum last fall where BC Parks presented additional options placing parking spaces at different locations within the park.  They presented pros and cons for each option and concluded that they still intend to proceed with their plan for the original parking lot.  Apparently this is to improve safety although an informal volunteer survey showed that the majority of grove visitors stop on the way from the east coast going to the west coast.  The proposed parking lot will thus require two left hand turns crossing oncoming traffic – one to enter the lots and one to continue westward on their journey.

The only viable long-term solution to address congestion issues and maintain the integrity of the park is by building a by-pass road allowing non-visiting vehicles a safer, faster journey.  The route into the Grove can then see reduced traffic flow, slower speeds, more efficient use of the already wide lanes and present parking and, importantly, provide better protection for the park environment.  

WHEREAS BC Parks plans to remove several old growth trees for the proposed parking lot in Cathedral Grove Park, although there is less that 1% of old growth, particularly low elevation, Douglas Fir forest remaining on Vancouver Island, and

WHEREAS BC Parks plans to also remove maturing, second growth trees which will create a permanent wind funnel upwind of the park and result in further blowdown of old growth trees, and

WHEREAS BC Parks has not carried out a Fish Habitat Assessment in the park although fish spawning streams are within the proximity all of the proposed lots, and

WHEREAS the proposed parking lot area is in the Cameron River floodplain and in January 2005 was underneath four feet of water for a significant length of time, and

WHEREAS the proposed parking lot is in prime blue-listed Roosevelt Elk habitat and should be left undisturbed, and

WHEREAS due to the growing populations of Port Alberni, Tofino and Ucluelet, increased commercial traffic and the already more than two million tourists per year overload the narrow two-lane road, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Ministries of the Environment and Transportation to:

· cease planning more parking lots within Cathedral Grove, and

· re-route Highway 4 by moving it onto the nearby, extensively logged slopes bypassing Cathedral Grove.

Resolution 2006-03.  Legislation for Southern Interior Parks

=======================================================================================================

Submitted by Thompson-Shuswap-Okanagan Regional Directors; Approved May 6, 2006

WHEREAS  the Okanagan Shuswap Land and Resources Management Plan (LRMP) approved the following seven large Protected Areas, which have not yet been legislated:

Anarchist Mt.


   467 hectares

Brent Mountain

4,344 hectares

Cathedral Lakes (addition)
   353 hectares

Snowy Alpine

         25,654 hectares

South Okanagan Grasslands
9,364 hectares

Vaseux
 


2,015 hectares

White Lake Grasslands
3,726 hectares

In addition the following eight Goal 2 areas (smaller protected areas) have no level of protection at this time beyond having ‘no mineral staking’ reserves placed on them:

Anarchist Larch

278 hectares

Isintok Lake


126 hectares

Naramata Creek

101 hectares

Oliver Mountain

356 hectares

Shuttleworth Creek Larch
102 hectares

Similkameen Cottonwoods
  18 hectares

Similkameen River

  12 hectares

Skaha Bluffs


144 hectares

WHEREAS Bill 50 legislating the government-approved Okanagan Shuswap Land and Resources Management Plan (LRMP) was passed in 2004, and

WHEREAS a number of Protected Areas (listed above) included in the LRMP to be legislated either as Class A Parks or under other protected area categories, were omitted from the legislation, and

WHEREAS no provision for future inclusion of these Protected Areas was made under the legislation, leaving the larger areas vulnerable to boundary changes and the smaller Goal 2 areas with little protection beyond that of Crown land, and

WHEREAS even if these areas were to eventually be included in the South Okanagan Similkameen National Park Reserve proposal, designation in 2007 as Protected Areas would not preclude turning them over to national park status, but would provide them with immediate protection and management, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the government to have these areas, listed above, legislated as Class A Parks.  

Resolution 2006-04.  Protect the Gilpin Grasslands

=======================================================================================================

Submitted by North Okanagan Naturalists’ Club;  approved May 6, 2006

WHEREAS the provincial and federal governments in 1972 purchased 3431 hectares of the Gilpin native grasslands (located between Grand Forks and Christina Lake) to ensure that critical winter habitat for wild ungulates would be protected and overgrazed grasslands would be rehabilitated; and

WHEREAS in 1990 the Gilpin Grasslands became a candidate for protected area status because low-elevation native grasslands in the BC Boundary region were under-represented;  less than 0.025% of the PPdh1 sub-zone (Ponderosa Pine, dry hot, Kettle Valley) had Park or Protected Area status; and

WHEREAS in the early 1990s the Kootenay Boundary Commission on Resources and Environment recommended that Gilpin Grasslands become a Special Management Area to correct destructive livestock grazing, the encroachment of noxious weeds, impairment of riparian areas, and protection of the unique floral/faunal biodiversity; and

WHEREAS the Kootenay Boundary Land Use Plan in the mid 1990s recommended that up to 10,500 hectares be allocated for additional protected areas in the West Kootenays,  following which the technical team identified several candidates, including two small potential Goal 2 Parks within the Gilpin Grasslands study area, namely the Gilpin Grasslands (about 800 hectares) and Boothman Oxbow (about 100 hectares), therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Government of British Columbia to protect and provide better management for the Gilpin Grasslands by:

1) immediately designating the two small proposed provincial parks, namely the Gilpin Grassland Park and the Boothman Oxbow Park, and,

2) quickly finalizing the proposal for the much larger Gilpin Grasslands Wildlife Management Area (estimated around 5000 hectares) for public review.

Resolution 2006-05.  Commercial Lodges in BC Parks

====================================================================================================

Submitted by Alouette Field Naturalists;  Approved May 6, 2006
WHEREAS one of the objectives of the FBCN is to "foster an awareness, appreciation and understanding of our natural environment, that it may be wisely used and maintained for future generations", and

WHEREAS the Provincial Parks of British Columbia are designated as environmental, inspirational and educational areas for the public, fostering an understanding and respect for the environment, and

WHEREAS Provincial Parks are a shared public trust not to be sold or privatized and, consequently commercial development is inappropriate within Park boundaries and should be located outside of Park boundaries, and 

WHEREAS the policy of the present Provincial Government appears to be supporting the commercial development of 80 to 100 room lodges within Provincial Parks, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists write to the Minister of Environment expressing our opposition to new commercial development in BC Parks, including any new lodges.

Resolution 2006-06.  Roofed Accommodation in BC Parks

======================================================================================================

Submitted by Vancouver Natural History Society;  Tabled May 6, 2006 

WHEREAS BC’s provincial parks “are dedicated to the preservation of their natural environments for the inspiration, use and enjoyment of the public” [Park Act, Section 5 (3)], and

WHEREAS the first two principles established by the 2002 Recreational Stewardship Panel were:

1) “The province’s fundamental obligation to conserve, protect and restore the natural population distributions and levels of fish, wildlife and their habitats, and to protect the ecological integrity of the parks of British Columbia, will guide the development and management of recreational opportunities,” 

2)  “Conservation, protection, restoration and enforcement are the responsibility of government and will be supported by general tax revenue,” and

WHEREAS funding for BC’s provincial parks is extremely low compared to park agencies in other jurisdictions, with concomitant declines in staffing, facility maintenance, and visitor services, and

WHEREAS the Park Act was amended in 2003 (Section 9.1) to allow for the possibility of resort and tourism development, “if, in the minister’s opinion, the activity and the development are consistent with or complementary to the recreational values of the park involved,” and

WHEREAS the BC Government has developed a Resort Policy and the Ministry of Environment has established an advisory committee made up of invited representatives of non-government organizations to provide advice to BC Parks on a Roofed Accommodation Strategy to consider allowing an increased number of fixed roofed accommodations in designated BC provincial parks, and 

WHEREAS no information has been provided to the public on the objectives of either the Resort Policy or the Roofed Accommodation Strategy,  leading to widespread concern about the potential impact of such resort development on the ecological integrity of the affected parks, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Minister of Environment to adopt the above-mentioned first two principles presented by the Recreation Stewardship Panel and thereby show the province’s commitment to conserve, protect and restore natural populations and their habitats in BC Parks, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Minister of Environment to clearly and publicly define the objectives behind the Resort Policy and Roofed Accommodation Strategy, the range of scale the government is contemplating, and the types of ownership being considered for these lodges in parks, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Minister of Environment to first consider locating the accommodation facility outside the park boundary, even if the park’s management plan provides for the possibility of roofed accommodation within the park, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in the event that the government persists with plans for new fixed roofed accommodation within certain parks, the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Minister of Environment to: 

1) not allow new commercial development within BC Parks, and

2) consider roofed accommodation for a park only if a management plan has been completed with public participation and agreement on the acceptability of such accommodation, and 

3) for a park where a management plan has identified the possibility of roofed accommodation, ensure that the specific roofed accommodation proposal is publicly reviewed and discussed in an open, fair and transparent manner, including independent studies on environmental impact and socio-economic values, and that the public be fully involved.

Resolution 2006-07.  Declaration on Park Principles

=======================================================================================================

Submitted by Alouette Field Naturalists;  Approved May 6, 2006

Background Information:  Declaration on the Principles of Parks

At the turn of the previous century, amidst the rapid settlement of land, shooting of wildlife and cutting down of forests by settlers, there emerged a vision of preserving large areas of wildlands in their natural condition, with little or no modification by humans. Originally born out of the human response to scenic grandeur and wildlife, these areas are now the last refuges for many native species.

Today, scientists warn that major damage to ecosystems endangers life on this planet, including human life. Science recognizes that fully protected areas play a critical role in the survival of species. Ecologists urge that parks be kept as natural as possible, with natural ecological processes, because they are living textbooks on the science of ecosystem health.

Today, the dissonance and alienation of a troubled world, dominated by the pursuit of economic gain, encroach upon the peace and sanity of individuals and societies. Parks have become sanctuaries where the human spirit can refresh itself amidst the space, beauty, and solitude of a fully natural world. There, uninjured by industrial inroads, or the intrusions of entrepreneurial- or entertainment-based uses, nature - left undivided - teaches wholeness by the experience, itself.

These facts are the basis for the profound determination of the public - born of a sense of urgency, and asserted many times over the years - to create ample protected areas and to hold them sacred for the survival of species and for future generations of humanity.

There have always been those who claim that the purpose of parks is private economic gain. But these views misrepresent the higher human imperatives that have fought for parks, paid for them, and defended them for nearly 100 years.

Society spends many years, at great cost, weighing the economic values versus the preservation values of every park proposal. Each park represents a decision that preservation best serves the public interest. The value of living things, of their ecological life support system, of the human experience of nature and wilderness, must never again be weighed against the dollar in these sanctuaries.

We, the undersigned, wish all to know that the following tenets are the true principles that should guide park management:

1. Parks have a dual mandate: The preservation of land in its natural condition, and outdoor recreation based upon the appreciation and enjoyment of nature.

2. The goals of the dual mandate are to foster all the holistic values of completely natural areas, including: environmental health, survival of species, protection for animal and plant life, physical and spiritual health of people, tourism, cultural values and scientific knowledge.

3. Preservation is the highest form of protection for land and resources. The removal, damage or pollution of natural features are totally prohibited. This means no logging, mining, drilling, hydro development, or human settlement.

4. The only human modifications allowed are for the essential needs of public recreation and resource protection. Preservation is the source of a unique and valuable kind of recreation based upon natural attractions, with minimal commercial intrusion. Guiding businesses that provide this kind of recreation are compatible. Commercial development should be located outside of parks, where it will concentrate tourism expenditures in local communities. It is well known that this kind of recreation richly profits businesses across the land. 

5. Parks are a shared, public good to be held in trust by governments, and not to be sold or privatized. This requires an institutional legacy of experienced public servants. This legacy must remain stable as governments come and go.

6. Ecosystem health and the survival of species are the top management priorities. Fully protected areas fill a universal need for health and survival that is shared by all species, cultures and generations.

7. Parks should be fully supported by taxes. The government has a duty to maintain sufficient staff and funding to manage every aspect of the park system.

8. Parks should be administered in an unbiased manner, free of conflict of interest. Private interest control through leases of park land or privatization must be avoided.

9. The public has a right to know how its parks are being managed, and to participate in open, transparent planning procedures.

10. Wilderness - large, undeveloped, roadless areas - should be maintained as wilderness in all our parks. Such areas best represent the ecological, health, and scientific values of parks, while including many intangible values of importance to people - values such as remoteness, pristine qualities, solitude, and natural quiet.

11. Parks are for perpetuity. They contain priceless biological, cultural and historical legacies. Unmaking parks or changing park laws to weaken protection violates a sacred trust belonging to all those in the past and present who fought and paid for our parks, as well as future generations. Parks laws should be changed to better honour these principles, never to undermine them.

WHEREAS BC Parks were created to protect the ecosystems of the province in their natural state, and

WHEREAS BC Parks provide citizens with places to experience the wonders of our natural environment, and

WHEREAS industrial activities and an increase in commercialism are counterproductive to the dual goals of conservation and appropriate recreation in parks, and

WHEREAS public administration of parks through taxes is the best way to support the goals of conservation and recreation, and

WHEREAS the Federation of B.C. Naturalists has a long history of supporting our parks, and

WHEREAS the mandate of the Federation of B.C. Naturalists includes keeping nature worth knowing, and

WHEREAS over 80 organizations in British Columbia and beyond have signed a declaration to support our system of parks, including the FBCN Clubs: Alouette Field Naturalists, Comox Valley Naturalists, North Okanagan Naturalists and South Okanagan Naturalists, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of B.C. Naturalists support in principle the Declaration on the Principles of Parks.

Resolution 2006-08.  South Okanagan – Similkameen National Park Reserve 
============================================================================

Submitted by the Thompson-Shuswap-Okanagan Regional Directors;  Tabled May 2, 2006;  Approved by email/fax circulation, with clarification from Parks Canada on grazing position,  by Executive and Directors, May 17, 2006

WHEREAS a National Park Reserve has been proposed in the South Okanagan – Similkameen (SOS), the concept being to consolidate, infill and provide enhanced ecosystem integrity within and surrounding delineated Protected Areas, and 
WHEREAS a National Park Reserve in the SOS will be a significant advance towards:
1. completing Canada’s National Park network representative of regional ecosystems
2. enhancing conservation of the SOS “national treasure of biodiversity”
3. helping to sustain continuity of a south-north ecological corridor crucial to climate change adaptation of the dry grasslands of the interior dry plateau of BC
4. completing east-west ecological cross-section of the continental “Pacific Northwest” 
5. telling the stories of First Nations and later pioneers culture;
6. enhancing the quality of life for residents and visitors,
7. providing a substantial boost to regional economy; and,
8. fostering conservation synergies in adjacent Washington State inclusive of prospects for an ‘international grasslands park’, and
WHEREAS a national park reserve in the SOS is consistent with:
1. Parks Canada national objective to establish one or more National Parks in Natural Region Three (BC's Interior Dry Plateau)
2. United Nations Earth Summit Agreement in Rio de Janeiro, 1993
3. The National Accord for Protection of Species at Risk, 1996
4. Recommendation in George W. Scotter Report, 1998
5. Conservation priorities in government’s Core Review and Service Plan, 2001
6. Okanagan – Shuswap Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP), 2001
7. The strategic goal of 37+ conservation organizations of local, provincial, national and international scope (SOS Conservation Program), 2001  
8. Prime Minister’s ‘Johannesburg commitment' to National Parks, 2002
9. High scores in all 9 Parks Canada park proposal evaluation criteria, and
WHEREAS to represent the broadest spectrum of biodiversity that occurs within the interior dry plateau of BC and provide future connectivity, areas inclusive of White Lake Protected Area and the Canadian Wildlife Service lands at Vaseux Lake, should be represented within the National Park Reserve core areas, and

WHEREAS time is of the essence and an urgent show of broad public support for a SOS National Park Reserve within the next eight months of the feasibility study is crucial to success, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists convey to the federal and provincial governments our strong support for the establishment of a South Okanagan – Similkameen National Park Reserve.

Resolutions for BC Nature approved at Vernon AGM, May 5, 2007

Resolution 2007-01.  Agricultural Self-Sufficiency

Submitted by Vancouver Natural History Society, Approved at Vernon AGM, May 5, 2007

WHEREAS British Columbia has preserved five percent of its land base within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) for food production; and


WHEREAS the agricultural land base is an important resource for current and future food production needs; and

WHEREAS the agricultural land base also provides many ecological services to the province, including wildlife habitat; and

WHEREAS B C’s farm economy is reliant upon farmland for a proportion of its agricultural and food productions; and

WHEREAS the population of BC is expected to grow by 1.3 million people over the next 25 years; and

WHEREAS only four to five percent of BC’s land base is arable land; and

WHEREAS maintaining our current level of food self-reliance in 2025 would require a 30-per-cent increase in agricultural production; and

WHEREAS the equivalent of 48% of the food for the province is produced within the ALR and 88% of the electricity for the province is generated within BC; and

WHEREAS Canadian food imports from the United States are facing increasing demand from China and the US domestic market; and


WHEREAS the provincial government has made it a priority to become energy self sufficient yet it has not shown any similar desire towards food self-sufficiency; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that  BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) urge the Government of British Columbia to commit to increasing food self-sufficiency; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Government of British Columbia acknowledges that the preservation and protection of farmland, is in the public’s best interest.


Resolution 2007-02 Management of Forests: proposed amendment of Forest and Range Practices Act and increased level of government monitoring of forestry activities

Submitted by Williams Lake Field Naturalists, Approved at Vernon AGM, May 5, 2007
WHEREAS the B.C. provincial government has enacted new forestry legislation that no longer requires the forest industry to notify the public about the location, timing and nature of planned timber harvesting and road building activities on public lands; and 

WHEREAS this new forestry legislation has shifted much more of the responsibility for forestry and environmental stewardship on public forest lands to the forest industry; and 

WHEREAS the location, timing, and nature of timber harvesting and road building activities can have potentially significant detrimental effects on wildlife and fish habitat;
BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) urge the Minister of Forests and Range to amend the Forest and Range Practices Act to require that forestry companies post site plan information regarding the location, timing and of nature of forest harvesting and road building activities on public land.  This information should be posted in a manner that is convenient for the public to access, should include details on any special environmental features that are present and how they will be managed, and should be posted well in advance of the activities’ commencement date in order to allow adequate time for the public to review the information and provide meaningful comment;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) urge the Minister of Forests and Range and the Minister of Environment to increase the level of monitoring of forestry activities and the cumulative effects of all forestry development on public lands to ensure that the highest standards of environmental stewardship and forest management are being met. 

Resolution 2007 – 03.  Brunswick Point Farmlands

Submitted by Vancouver Natural History Society;  approved May 5, 2007 at Vernon AGM

Introduction

Rights to the farmlands on Brunswick Point in Delta, a significant shoreline feature which contains some of the most important upland and salt water marsh areas in the Fraser River Estuary Important Bird Area, have been included as an element of the 2006 Draft Treaty between the Tsawwassen First Nation and the Governments of Canada and British Columbia. In the Treaty the Governments are committed to removing these farmlands from the Agricultural Land Reserve and the First Nation has indicated that it wishes to use farmlands removed from the ALR for future development.

Preamble

On March 12, 1968, the BC Government acquired approximately 4,000 acres of farmland in West Delta, later described as the Roberts Bank Back-up Lands (the Back-up Lands). These Back-up Lands included 278 acres known as the Brunswick Point Farmlands. The Brunswick Point Farmlands have been farmed continuously since they were originally settled in the 1880s. Four of the farming families who originally settled Brunswick Point continue to farm them as lessees to this day. The BC Government stated at the time that the lands were being expropriated by the Minister of Highways under the Highway Act at the request of the BC Harbours Board, which intended to develop the port on Roberts Bank.  

In fact the port was ultimately developed by the Government of Canada on the Roberts Bank causeway without participation by the BC Government or the need to use the Back-up Lands. In 1973 the Back-up Lands were placed in the Agricultural Land Reserve because the BC Government of the day decided that the Back-up Lands should be used for agriculture and not developed for industrial use.

The 1995 Holme Report, which was commissioned by the BC Ministry of Agriculture, found that the Back-up Lands were “a critical component of the farmland base in Delta and the Fraser Valley” and “a key component in BC’s agriculture and food strategy” as well as being a “critical component of the habitat required for significant populations of waterfowl, shorebirds, herons and raptors which migrate through and winter in the Fraser Valley”.

In 1998 the BC Government announced its intention to sell approximately 2,680 acres of the Back-up Lands back to members of the Delta farming community who, in some cases, were lessees who had not been the original owners. The Brunswick Point Farmlands were not included in this offer in spite of the fact that all the Brunswick Point lessees were original owners or their descendants. The latter were extremely concerned at the time that they were not being treated fairly.

In 1998 the BC Government also entered into the Roberts Bank Protocol Agreement with the Tsawwassen First Nation (the TFN) which contained certain commitments with respect to the Brunswick Point Farmlands, described at that time as the Category B Lands. 

The Brunswick Point Farmlands have now been incorporated in the Final Agreement between the TFN, the Government of Canada and the BC Government. As one element of an extremely complex Agreement the TFN has been granted “rights of refusal” to lands described as the Rights of Refusal Lands, which include lands originally described as Category B Lands, which include the Brunswick Point Farmlands.

The BC Government states in the Agreement that it will offer the leaseholders of the Category B Lands the right to purchase. In spite of that commitment the rights to be granted to the TFN are described as “rights of first refusal”.

The four farming families who are presently leasing the Brunswick Point Farmlands have made several attempts to persuade the BC Government to remove the rights of refusal from the Agreement so that the lands will not be encumbered by such rights if and when the leaseholders are able to purchase the lands.

The Governments of Canada and BC are to be commended for the efforts they have made to conclude a Final Agreement for a Treaty with the TFN. Nevertheless we are concerned that the agreement reached will have significant negative impacts on the farmland and wildlife habitat in a vital area of the Fraser Delta. It will also be unfair to the farming families of Brunswick Point, who are not being treated the same as other former owners or lessees of the Back-up Lands.

___________________________

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Tsawwassen First Nation (the TFN) is to be granted “rights of refusal” to purchase the Brunswick Point Farmlands in the Final Agreement between the TFN and the Governments of Canada and BC; and

WHEREAS the Brunswick Point Farmlands are among the most fertile agricultural lands in BC and are presently located within the Province’s Agricultural Land Reserve (the ALR), and

WHEREAS the amount of fertile agricultural land in BC amounts to no more than 5% of its total land area, as a consequence of which such land is in very short supply, and

WHEREAS the Brunswick Point Farmlands and their adjacent salt marshes lie at the heart of the Fraser Estuary Important Bird Area, which has been rated as the most important of 597 designated Important Bird Areas in Canada, due to the very high habitat values of the uplands and marshes for many species of wildlife, including species whose future is deemed to be threatened by either COSEWIC or the BC Government; and 

WHEREAS Premier Campbell has clearly stated that one of the Five Great Goals of the BC Government is:

“To lead the world in sustainable environmental management, with the best air and water quality, and the best fisheries management, bar none”, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature urge the Governments of Canada and British Columbia and the Tsawwassen First Nation to provide it with an assurance that the Brunswick Point Farmlands will remain in the Agricultural Land Reserve so they can continue to be farmed and provide valuable wildlife habitat.

Resolution 2007-04.  Protection of North Okanagan Grasslands
Submitted by the North Okanagan Naturalists' Club;  approved May 5, 2007

WHEREAS grasslands cover less than 1% of British Columbia, and

WHEREAS the grasslands in the North Okanagan Basin are an important transitional area between the rough fescue-bluebunch wheatgrass communities of the upper grasslands in the Thompson and the grasslands of the Southern Okanagan Basins, and

WHEREAS grasslands are essential for the survival of over 30% of our species at risk, most of which live in the Okanagan valley, and

WHEREAS less than 3% of the grasslands of the North Okanagan Basin are represented in protected areas, and

WHEREAS more than 33,000 ha of the grasslands of the North Okanagan Basin have been lost to urban and agricultural development. therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Federation of BC Naturalists urge the Government of British Columbia, the Government of Canada and local First Nations to acknowledge the importance of the North Okanagan Grasslands for the healthy survival and diversity of the overall British Columbia ecological system; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the British Columbia Government and the Government of Canada commit to bring their political and financial support to the creation of a North Okanagan Grasslands Provincial Park.

2008 Resolutions approved at Penticton AGM – May 31st, 2008

Resolution 2008-01.   Establishment of a Natural Values Commission
Submitted by Kamloops Naturalist Club, Approved AGM May 31st, 2008
Preamble

Kamloops Naturalist Club has been involved in discussions with the developers of a large residential resort-golf course at the former Tranquille Institution lands west of Kamloops and made two presentations at public hearings into the project. Between the first and second Public Hearings an application was made by the developer to the Agricultural land Commission (ALC) to facilitate the development. It was evident on reading the ALC decision that the Commission has incredible legal powers they can use to protect agricultural land. In our submission to the City of Kamloops at the second public hearing we asked the City Council to be our advocates for the substantial natural values in the area, in the absence of a Natural Values Commission.  This conundrum has been repeated in many communities across the province, hence the proposed resolution:
Whereas the Agricultural Land Commission has considerable legal powers to prescribe actions in proposed land developments to protect agricultural land, and
Whereas large developments do not face the same rigorous requirements for protection of natural values within or adjacent to their lands, and
Whereas there are few legal powers to prescribe actions to protect natural values in proposed land developments, therefore
Be it resolved that BC Nature petition the provincial government to address this discrepancy in land management through establishment of a Natural Values Commission with powers similar to those of the Agricultural Land Commission. 
2008-02.  Urban Sprawl and Resorts

=============================================================================================
Submitted by Kamloops Naturalist Club; resolution tabled
Whereas government policy has in recent years removed barriers to development of resorts, and

Whereas this has encouraged developments that are disconnected from nearby communities, and

Whereas this has led to developments describing themselves as resorts but appearing to be primarily housing projects, and

Whereas such developments contribute to urban sprawl and have deleterious effects on nature, and

Whereas  such projects are of great concern in the semi-arid valley bottoms within the southern interior of the province, therefore

Be it resolved that BC Nature call upon the Minister of Environment and Minister of Agriculture and Lands to oppose the characterization of disconnected subdivisions as resorts, to seek the advice of BC Nature members and other public representatives on the impact of such projects, and to put in place a policy of public education regarding the effects of urban housing intruding into valued natural areas.

Resolution 2008-03.  Garibaldi at Squamish

Submitted by Squamish Environmental Conservation Society, Approved AGM May 31st, 2008
Whereas the Garibaldi at Squamish development proposes building an estimated 5,739 housing units in 4901 hectares of land that has been identified as prime habitat for endangered or at risk species such as Marbled Murrelet, Spotted Owl, Peregrine Falcon, Grizzly Bear and Wolverine, and
Whereas there are twenty at risk species that have either been seen or probably use the area proposed for development, and
Whereas the Garibaldi at Squamish proposed development, includes a threatened Grizzly Bear Population Unit that has been designated for recovery by the province, and
Whereas the Garibaldi at Squamish proposed development bordering on Garibaldi Park will introduce year round significant numbers of people, noise and disruption into the park itself, thereby degrading the wildlife value of this Class A Provincial Park, and 
Whereas the Garibaldi at Squamish proposed development will take water from Brohm Creek for domestic and other purposes and removing any water from Brohm Creek will endanger important salmon and steelhead populations, therefore
Be it resolved that BC Nature strongly urge the Province of British Columbia to reject outright the proposal to build a ski/golf resort known as Garibaldi at Squamish, located immediately north of Squamish, B.C.

Resolution 2008-04. BC Nature Position Statement on Economic Growth

Submitted by Lillooet Naturalist Society, Approved AGM May 31st, 2008

(Please note that this differs from our regular conservation resolutions, which are normally addressed to government, but was accepted by the Resolution Committee for discussion and consideration by all our members as an educational statement of position by BC Nature).
The resolution has been adapted from similar statements by the North American Section of the Society for Conservation Biology (Society for Conservation Biology 2004), the BC Field Ornithologists (Lillooet, May 2007) and others (see Czech, Brian).  The Lillooet Naturalists and the Arrowsmith Naturalists, member clubs in BC Nature, have adopted position statements on economic growth.   Please also see:

Dawe, N.K. and T. Martin. 2007. Conservation strategies: are we only addressing the symptoms? BC Nature 45:15.Dawe, N.K. and T. Martin. 2007. The real threat to biodiversity: infinite economic growth in a finite world. BC Nature 46:25.

Whereas economic growth is an increase in the production and consumption of goods which entails an increase in the flow of natural resources, through the economy and back to the environment, and

Whereas economic growth occurs when there is an increase in the product of population multiplied by per capita production and consumption, and

Whereas economic growth is often and generally indicated by increasing real gross domestic product (GDP) or real gross national product (GNP), and

Whereas based upon established principles of physics and ecology, there is a limit to economic growth (as demonstrated historically in many societal collapses), and

Whereas a steady state economy is generally indicated by stabilized (or mildly fluctuating) real gross domestic product (GDP) or real gross national product (GNP), and

Whereas a steady state economy, with a stabilized (or mildly fluctuating) product of population multiplied by per capita consumption, is an alternative to economic growth, and

Whereas steady state economy, with stabilized (or mildly fluctuating) production and consumption of goods and services, is an alternative to economic growth, and

Whereas steady state economy does not preclude economic development, a qualitative process in which different technologies may be employed and the relative prominence of economic sectors may evolve, and

Whereas Canada is a part of the North American economy, which grows as an integrated whole consisting of agricultural, extractive, manufacturing, and services sectors that require natural resources inputs and produce wastes, and
Whereas there is increasing evidence that North American economic growth is having negative effects on the long-term ecological and economic welfare of North America and the world, and

Whereas upon establishing steady state economies, it would be advisable for North American nations to assist other nations in moving from the goal of economic growth to the goal of a steady state economy, beginning with those nations currently enjoying the highest levels of per capita consumption, and

Whereas for many nations with widespread poverty, including Canada’s First Nations, increasing per capita consumption (or, alternatively, more equitable distributions of wealth) remains an appropriate goal for the time being; yet the ultimate goal should be the establishment of healthy ecological and social conditions within the framework of a steady state economy, and

Whereas there is a fundamental conflict between economic growth and the ecological services underpinning the human economy (for example, insect and vermin control, pollination, decomposition, climate regulation), therefore 

Be it resolved that BC Nature support in principle the steady state economy as a sustainable alternative to economic growth, and 
Be it further resolved that BC Nature specifically undertake the following actions:
· BC Nature include a copy of this position statement as part of the BC Nature web site and in the next issue of BC Nature

· BC Nature undertake to educate the public and policy makers on this fundamental conflict and how it relates to human health and well-being

· BC Nature encourage the member clubs to adopt such a position statement to bring the matter to the attention of local communities

· BC Nature include mention of this root cause of loss of biodiversity as a part of their routine work in conservation

· BC Nature encourage Nature Canada to circulate this position statement and encourage adoption by other Provincial Affiliates and the Canadian Nature Network. 
Resolution 2008-05.  First Nations and National Park Feasibility Study

Submitted by members of Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists & South Okanagan Naturalist Club;  Approved AGM May 31st, 2008 

Whereas the Lower Similkameen Indian Band, and the Sylix Nation, feel that they are not being treated honorably by the government in respect to the South Okanagan-Similkameen National Park feasibility study, and

Whereas First Nations’ support is essential to a positive recommendation from the National Park feasibility study, and

Whereas, among the many benefits to all residents of this region, the National Park will help to provide a secure land base for conserving and restoring the immensely rich culture of First Nations, therefore

 

Be it resolved that BC Nature joins with First Nations in the belief that it is essential that the National Park feasibility study include First Nations in a manner that is honourable, forthright and timely, and

Be it further resolved that the federal and provincial government partners in the feasibility study strive to reach a consensus that will respect First Nations.  

Resolution 2008-06.  Ocean Dumping in Howe Sound

Submitted by Squamish Environmental Conservation Society, Approved AGM May 31st, 2008
Background

Howe Sound has been the most polluted body of water on the North American continent.  Acid rock drainage from the Britannia Mine, mercury pollution from the Squamish chemical plant, plus outfalls from two pulp mills resulted in a toxic marine environment all contributed to this unenviable reputation. 

Major clean-up efforts have been undertaken.   Residual mercury contamination has been significantly reduced on the Nexan site in Squamish; treatment of the acid drainage at Britannia has vastly improved water quality entering Howe Sound; the closing of the Woodfiber mill has also improved air and water quality.  

Whereas:  Currently, under license from Environment Canada, the Provincial Ministry of Transportation is disposing of rock which is a mixture of surface material and mine tailings stocked piled on the Mekin lands during the 1991 flood of Britannia Beach.  This material is a mixture of relatively innocuous material with significant hot spots comprising acid producing materials and heavy metals.  

Whereas:  Disposal of this material at the Watts Point ocean dump site is resulting in the fines being suspended in the water column to the detriment of juvenile salmon, juvenile herring and other water inhabitants.  Adding more to the heavy metal load of Howe Sound is also environmentally unfortunate.             

Whereas:   The Ministry of Environment has approved a dumping permit for this material for Jane Basin located at the top of the Britannia mine.  Placement of contaminated material in this basis will allow for leachate to be treated at the existing plant, and furthermore it will over time reduce the volume of acid runoff generated by the mine, thereby reducing, over time, treatment costs.   The objective is to fill, re-contour and re-vegetate Jane Basin (approximately 2 football fields in volume) located at the top of the mountain, above the mine.  

Therefore be it resolved that:  BC Nature urge the Province of British Columbia to reconsider and reverse its decision to ocean dump material at Watt’s Point in Howe Sound.    

