Proposed Resolutions to be presented to the 2010 BC Nature Annual General Meeting

Resolution 2010-01. Funding for BC’s Provincial Parks  

Submitted by Nature Vancouver (Vancouver Natural History Society)

WHEREAS British Columbia has over 900 provincial parks and protected areas, encompassing 13.05 million hectares (14.26% of B.C.’s land base), and 

WHEREAS these parks and protected areas contain nationally and internationally significant natural and cultural features, protect the natural biodiversity of species, and provide opportunities for outstanding outdoor recreation experiences, and 

WHEREAS these parks and protected areas are a public trust and are vital to the quality of life and health of British Columbians, and 

WHEREAS the provincial government has directed BC Parks to be the “best parks system in the world,” (1) and it is the vision of BC Parks “To be a world leader in parks and protected areas management,”(2) and

(1) BC Parks Program Plan 2007-2012, Ministry of Environment, updated October 28, 2008, p. 1

(2) BC Parks Program Plan 2007-2012, p. 11  

WHEREAS BC Parks’ operating budget has declined by approximately 25 % over the last decade while the number of parks and protected areas has increased by approximately 50%, and

WHEREAS recreational trails, bridges, backcountry campsites and sanitary facilities are in poor condition in many parks, and provision in parks of interpretive and trails information has been discontinued, leading to complaints by park users, and
WHEREAS government funding for park interpretation programs has been eliminated even though these programs increase public awareness of the ecological value of parks and encourage respectful and safe behaviour during park visits, and

WHEREAS the number of park rangers has been greatly reduced, resulting in inadequate surveillance of parkland and contact with park visitors,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature urge the Provincial Government to increase funding for BC Parks over the next five years to a level that ensures

· adequate protection of parkland

· improved maintenance of park facilities, including recreational trails and backcountry facilities

· increased number of park rangers

· provision of interpretive and trails information in parks

· provision of interpretation programs 

and that the increase to funding start with a significant increase immediately and a substantial increase in 2011, BC Parks’ centenary year.

Resolution 2010-02: Nechako White Sturgeon

Submitted by June Wood BC Nature representative for Community Working Group, Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative

WHEREAS the Nechako white sturgeon is unique from all other sturgeon in British Columbia; and 

WHEREAS sturgeon are listed as endangered under the federal Species at Risk Act (SARA); and

WHEREAS the Nechako white sturgeon has the lowest SARA-listed population of all white sturgeon; and 

WHEREAS the population of Nechako white sturgeon is estimated to be fewer than 350 mature adults, of which only 150 are females; and

WHEREAS a critical component of the Recovery Plan for the Nechako white sturgeon, due to the critically low gene pool, is the construction of a conservation aquaculture facility (hatchery);

BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature urge the Ministry of Environment to provide the required financing for the timely implementation of the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative’s Recovery Plan, which includes, but is not limited to, a conservation aquaculture facility; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that BC Nature urge the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans to provide funding to ensure the implementation of the National Recovery Strategy for white sturgeon, which includes Nechako white sturgeon.

Resolution 2010-03:  Managing watersheds in Interior BC to reduce erosion and water pollution 

Submitted by North Okanagan Naturalists Club
 

Whereas the forest watersheds of British Columbia's Interior are often extensively damaged by large-scale clearcuts and road building causing rapid erosion by run off, mudslides and flooding resulting in polluted and silty water entering public water sources, and

 

Whereas this polluted, silty water, together with livestock fouling, endangers public health and welfare, resulting in annual boiling and undrinkable water advisories, and

 

Whereas water flow from these affected watersheds is uneven and results in water shortages and restrictions detrimental to both public and business, and

 

Whereas these episodes of flood and scarcity of water flow are detrimental to fish and wildlife, and

 

Whereas better forest management, with a mix of young, mature and old trees within a lightly thinned canopy, exemplified in the Interior on the Creston Community Watershed, would result in a more even flow and clean water for public and private use, therefore

 

Be it resolved that BC Nature urge the provincial Minister of Forests and Range to:
· Replace large clearcut logging with alternative harvesting systems such as shelterwood, group selection and small block openings the length of two large trees across; 

· Replace large-scale clearcutting and rotational harvesting by periodic, e.g. every 10 years, selection logging of watershed forests serviced by well-constructed access roads; and 

· Prevent the grazing of livestock on public lands in locations where they cause contamination of water destined for public consumption and where they damage stream banks. 

Resolution 2010-04 Open net cage salmon farming

Submitted by Lillooet Naturalists Society

WHEREAS salmon and all marine life are a vital resource to the economy and ecosystem of British Columbia, and any actions which threaten salmon or marine life threaten the well being and the livelihood of the people of British Columbia. 

AND WHEREAS the overwhelming weight of scientific evidence indicates that commercial open net cage salmon farms can have serious negative environmental impacts, particularly on wild salmon;

 

AND WHEREAS recent evidence indicates that open net cage salmon farms in the northern Georgia Strait may be negatively impacting out-migrating juvenile Fraser River Salmon;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature request the Provincial and Federal Governments to close the five active open net cage salmon farms in Okisollo Channel and rescind these tenures, as well as the tenures of the four inactive farms in Hoskyn Channel, collectively known as the Wild Salmon Narrows.

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature request the federal government to not allow any further expansion of open net-cage salmon farming in BC waters;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature request the Provincial and Federal Governments to undertake emergency action to close these farms and implement a comprehensive strategy to move the salmon aquaculture industry fully out of the marine ecosystem into closed system technology;
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT this resolution be communicated to Nature Canada to enlist their action on this matter as well as forwarded to the provincial Minister of Agriculture and Lands, Minister of Environment, Federal Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and relevant MPs and MLAs and copies to the FN Leadership Council, the Assembly of First Nations, and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs and Georgia Strait Alliance.

