BC Nature/Federation of BC Naturalists,

#307 - 1367 W Broadway
Vancouver, B.C.  

V6H 4A9
8 January 2007

Anne Currie, Project Assessment Director,
Environmental Assessment Office,
P.O.Box 9426, Stn Prov Gov,
Victoria B.C. V8W 9V1
Via email:  eaoinfo@gov.bc.ca
Dear Anne Currie,
Re:  Mount Klappan Coal Project, Draft Terms of Reference
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) has a particular interest in Fortune Minerals’ Mount Klappan Project because of its location adjacent to the Spatsizi Wilderness Provincial Park, and its potential to impact negatively on the large mammal systems for which in particular this park was established.   The project’s potential for negative environmental damage is further enhanced by the proposed new haulage road to shorten the distance to tidewater at Stewart, as well as the project’s  location in what’s known as the Sacred Headwaters, so called by First Nations because it is here that three of northern BC’s major rivers, the Nass, the Skeena and the Stikine have their source.  The opportunity to send these comments on the draft Terms of Reference for the Project is therefore appreciated.

Section 1:   Introduction.   No comment.

Section 2:  Information, Distribution and Consultation.

2.5 Proposed Consultation Activities.   

It needs to be recognized that the public is as much a stakeholder in this area, which is Crown land, as tenure holders, but particularly in regard to issues affecting parks.   To ensure that park values are protected, we strongly recommend that non-government conservation organizations be consulted during the development of the Application, as well as during the Application review period.

Section 3:  Project Description

3.3 Mine Development.   

We are glad to see that the proponent acknowledges that there are mine components that are “likely to have a high failure consequence”.   However it is nonetheless disturbing that a mine with the potential to cause significant environmental damage, should certain of its components fail, is being considered for an area of such high environmental sensitivity.   This highlights the critical need for the highest safety standards to be adopted if it is approved and rigid monitoring to be carried out throughout the development and operation of the project, and for as long as needed post closure. 

3.4 Off-Site Support Infrastructure for Mine Development and Operations

3.4.1-3   The proposal to upgrade the existing ground access from Highway 37 via Ealue Lake and the BC Railway right-of-way, and build a new road from the mine-site in the opposite direction to Highway 37 at Bell II, as well as upgrade the Little Klappan airfield, has the potential to create excessive habitat fragmentation and disturbance to wildlife.    The need for all this access should be critically examined by government agencies in light of potential environmental impacts.

3.4.4    Power Supply.   

Leaving identification of the power supply for the Project to the Application, as proposed, is unacceptable.   Fortune Minerals is considering a 300 MW coal-fired power plant, referred to in their News Release of October 4 2006, see http://www.fortuneminerals.com/s/NewsReleases.    A coal-fired power plant would create an additional cumulative impact of the Project and must be assessed in association with the proposed mine, as part of the Application.    Other power supply options also need to be identified and assessed now, as part of the Application.  

Section 4:  Environmental Assessment Methodology.

4.1  Spatial Boundaries.   

The physical extent of the study area to be used for the EA, identified in Figure 3, is too restricted.   The study area needs to include wildlife ranges, such as those of caribou and grizzly bear, that extend beyond the borders of Spatsizi and Tatlatui Parks across and beyond the mine area.   Furthermore, the study area boundary around the proposed new transportation route to Bell II is much too narrow and needs to take in the ranges of the affected wildlife species, particularly mountain goat.   The study area also needs to include areas potentially impacted by air and water pollution.

4.3  Valued Environmental Components.   

In addition to identified species, VECs should include valued ecosystems, such as the large mammal systems that are a valued component of Spatsizi and Tatlatui Parks.

Section 5:  Description of the Existing Environment.

The description of the existing environment must include the adjacent parks, as the natural systems within the parks, particularly their wide-ranging large mammal components, extend outside park boundaries.   Conversely, the impacts of the project may also cross park boundaries.

Section 6:  Assessment of Project Effects, Mitigation Measures and Residual Effects.

6.1.2  Air Quality
Impacts of air contaminants on biological receptors such as vegetation, fish and wildlife, should include impacts on species on which others depend, such as lichens, which are a critical  winter food for caribou. 

6.1.5  and 6.1.6  Surface Water and Groundwater Quality and Quantity, and Aquatic Environment.  

Analyses of potential impacts of the Project need to include baseline studies of water quality and aquatic organisms in all water bodies potentially affected, including the headwater streams of the Nass, Skeena and Stikine Rivers, in order to be able to detect changes, if these occur, due to mine and infrastructure development and operation.   

6.1.7  Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat.

The woodland caribou that utilize, but are not restricted to, Spatsizi and Tatlatui Parks comprise one of the healthiest populations in the province, and were one of the main reasons Spatsizi Park was created.   For the public to accept this mine, it is essential to ensure that it has absolutely no adverse impact on caribou.   This presents a challenge to the proponent, as these animals range beyond park boundaries, and require a large range in order to survive over the long term.   The Application needs to assess the implications for caribou of the loss of range in not only the project area itself, but areas beyond from which caribou may be cut off because of the disturbance of the mine.   It is not adequate to carry out a few aerial surveys and draw conclusions from the number of animals counted, because caribou move around a lot.   Analyses of potential impacts on caribou need to consider impacts within park boundaries (including Fire Flats, which is an important caribou post-calving area) as well as outside, and need to include potential disturbance from noise as well as air pollution impacts on food sources, including lichens (mentioned earlier). 

We have emphasized our concerns with regard to caribou because of the significance of this population.   However, all naturally occurring species in the area are important as they are all components of the wildlife systems that prompted a prominent wildlife biologist, Dr. Bristol Foster, back in the 1970’s to call this area B.C.’s Serengeti.     Industrial development must not be allowed to jeopardize these ecosystems.

6.4  Transportation.
The assessment of the potential effects of the proposed new transportation route from Bell II to the mine site must include environmental impacts.   While the company may benefit from a shorter haulage route to Stewart, any such benefits will likely be at some considerable environmental cost to the province.   Of particular concern to BC Nature is the fact that the proposed road would cut through Class I winter range for mountain goats.   Impact assessments undertaken for the Application must include adequate information for the government and the public to determine whether the proposed road is in the best public interest, particularly when a transportation corridor, albeit longer, already exists. 

6.9  Cumulative Environmental Effects   

Cumulative effects must include those from projects being considered in the area of the Klappan Project, including potential coalbed gas development, and other industrial projects under consideration, such as the Groundhog coal deposit in the upper Skeena watershed and extension of the BC Rail line, and Fortune Minerals proposed road from Klappan to Bell II.

7.5  Monitoring  
Comprehensive and long-term monitoring will be critical, and sufficient detail of monitoring plans need to be included in the Application to provide confidence that these plans will be adequate.

Sincerely,

Rosemary Fox

Vice-President

Bev Ramey

President

