January 25, 2007

Honourable Pat Bell

Minister Responsible for Species at Risk Coordination Office

Honourable Barry Penner

Minister of Environment

Honourable Stan Hagen

Minister of Tourism, Sport and the Arts

Provincial Government of BC

Victoria, BC

Dear Ministers Bell, Penner and Hagen:

Re:  Mountain Caribou and Government’s Commitment to Recovery

The Species at Risk Coordination Office (SARCO) released in November 2006 a draft Recovery Strategy for Mountain Caribou. Within that strategy there are recommended options for management described for each of the eleven planning units for mountain caribou.  

BC Nature is disturbed that this SARCO Recovery Strategy has weakened the level of management put forward by the Science Team.  That Science Team was appointed by government and issued their report in July 19, 2006, titled, “Management Options and Related Actions for Mountain Caribou in British Columbia”.  We believe that the SARCO recommendations have a lower chance of achieving the necessary level of recovery for Mountain Caribou.  Our expectation is that the Species at Risk Coordination Office should support at least the highest level of management put forward as feasible by the government appointed Mountain Caribou Science Team.

The Science Team outlined five management options with increasing level of effort:  

· Status Quo, 

· Maintain Current Population, 

· Maintain Population with Resilience, 

· Assisted Long-Term Sustaining, and 

· Self-Sustaining (although initially requiring effort, would by definition become self-sustaining and in the long term would not require additional resources, nor long-term predator-prey management).

The Science Team then indicated which management options were in their professional opinion, feasible for each of the eleven planning units.  

The Species at Risk Coordination Office subsequently weakened these management options for each planning unit.  SARCO lowered the management options considered feasible by one or more levels from that presented by the Science Team.  For five of the planning units where the Science Team had put forward “Self-Sustaining” as feasible, SARCO lowered the recommendation to “Assisted Long-Term Sustaining”.  For two planning units (South Monashee and Kinbasket), where the Science Team had proposed “Maintain Population with Resilience”, SARCO is recommending “Status Quo” (which the Science Team had not even listed as a feasible option).  In fact, in the July 2006 Management Options document, the Science Team states that the Status Quo option “was considered inadequate to ensure persistence of resident mountain caribou in any planning units”. The Status Quo option is equivalent to abandonment and is not acceptable for an Endangered Species.  We are alarmed to note that this option is now being proposed for three planning units.  

Therefore, BC Nature urges government to show a genuine commitment to long term recovery for Mountain Caribou, based on science.  It is an endangered species and the government has a responsibility to ensure its recovery.  

Our members would appreciate a reply to this letter, and specifically an answer to the question:  Will the recommendations from the Species at Risk Coordination Office be revised upwards, to provide the highest level of recovery effort deemed feasible and effective by the government appointed Mountain Caribou Science Team?

Yours truly,

Bev Ramey

President

BC Nature / Federation of BC Naturalists

ac. Premier Gordon Campbell

MLA Shane Simpson, Opposition Critic for Environment

MLA Corky Evans, Opposition Critic for Agriculture and Lands

