The Honourable John Baird





February 19, 2007

Minister of Environment

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Baird:

Re: National Park Reserve South Okanagan – Lower Similkameen

BC Nature would like to congratulate you on your new position as Canada’s Minister of Environment.  It is a particularly high-profile position at the moment and we trust it will continue to be, for the benefit of all of Canada’s inhabitants.

I am writing on behalf of 4,000 naturalists and their families who belong to 50 local natural history clubs located in communities throughout British Columbia.  Our members strongly support establishment of the proposed national park reserve in the South Okanagan and Lower Similkameen areas of the Interior Dry Plateau natural region. 

This area’s unique and seriously threatened ecology is in urgent need of comprehensive and strong protection before it becomes fragmented beyond repair. We feel that Parks Canada would best be able to provide such protection in the long term under the provisions of the federal Parks Act. In concert with the ecological benefits, a park would also provide excellent and truly sustainable economic opportunities for local communities including First Nations’.

The open houses held each year since the feasibility study process began in 2004, in communities throughout the area covered by the study have been well attended.  These open houses and other events involving the park proposal show a heartening degree of support for the park proposal from members of the general public, support that has increased greatly in the past year or so. This support was bolstered by a survey in the first year of the study that clearly showed the public’s high level of interest in and concern for the overall well being of wildlife and habitats in this area.  

We appreciate that the process of public consultation and scientific and economic assessment must be as complete as possible and recognize that there will be no hasty decisions on the proposal.  We trust, however, that as Environment Minister you will champion this proposed National Park Reserve and ensure your colleagues are aware of the long term benefits of National Parks, benefits derived from improving public health and fitness, from protecting biological diversity, and from providing economic tourism returns to the local community, the province and Canada.  

Yours truly

Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature / Federation of BC Naturalists
