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March 26, 2007

Honourable John Baird

Minister of the Environment

House of Commons

Parliament Buildings

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Baird,
Nature Canada, a national not-for-profit conservation organization with a strong focus on the protection of endangered species, is seriously concerned with the current situation related to recovery efforts for mountain caribou in British Columbia.

Mountain caribou are a BC red-listed ecotype of the southern mountain population of woodland caribou, which is a federally-listed threatened species under the Species at Risk Act (SARA).  Mountain caribou are found only in the Interior Temperate Rain Forest of the interior BC mountains in a narrow north-south band.  They are wholly dependent on old growth coniferous forests for their survival – habitat that is shrinking and increasingly fragmented as a result of multiple threats.

Enclosed is a letter that has been sent from Nature Canada to British Columbia’s Premier Gordon Campbell regarding his government’s current consideration of a recovery strategy for mountain caribou.  The letter urges Premier Campbell to adopt a more rigorous recovery strategy for the mountain caribou than the strategy under current consideration, in order to ensure that the habitat of all mountain caribou herds is protected.  The summary recovery options put forward by the provincial government’s Species at Risk Coordination Office appear to be a weakening of the recovery recommendations made by the province’s own Mountain Caribou Science Team.  We feel strongly that the most stringent recovery options considered feasible by this Science Team should be adopted in this recovery strategy.
We encourage you and your department to support the Government of British Columbia in this endeavour, in order to produce the best recovery strategy possible for the mountain caribou.  Once finalized, this strategy will presumably inform a SARA recovery strategy and action plan for the Southern Mountain population of woodland caribou.  The absence of a strong provincial strategy for the protection of mountain caribou, which sets out stringent habitat protections and provides for the recovery of all herds, would warrant the issuance of an emergency order under Section 80 of SARA, given that mountain caribou face imminent threats to their survival and recovery.  Nature Canada would welcome a collaborative approach between your department and the British Columbia provincial government to finalize a sound recovery strategy for mountain caribou, to ensure that SARA’s emergency provisions need not be invoked.

I would be happy to further discuss this issue with you; please do not hesitate to contact me at (613) 562-3447 ext. 231, or at jgelfand@naturecanada.ca if you would like to follow up.

Sincerely,
Julie Gelfand
President
Enclosure (1)

cc:

Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier of British Columbia


Cynthia Wright, Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, Environment Canada


Bev Ramey, President, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

