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March 26, 2007
Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier

Province of British Columbia

PO Box 9041, STN PROV GOVT

Victoria, BC V8W 9E1

Dear Premier Campbell,
Nature Canada is a national not-for-profit conservation organization with a mandate to conserve nature, its diversity, and the processes that sustain it.  We have a supporter base across the country of more than 40,000 individuals.  We are part of the Canadian Nature Network of affiliated provincial, territorial, and local nature clubs from coast to coast to coast whose 100,000 members in over 360 organizations are passionate about the protection of nature in Canada.  An issue of paramount importance for Nature Canada, and for the entire Canadian Nature Network, is the conservation of endangered species and the habitats upon which they depend.

The current plight of woodland caribou, and of British Columbia’s herds of mountain caribou in particular, is of grave concern.  Mountain caribou are dependent on old growth conifer forests that are vanishing, and as a result the mountain caribou population has declined dramatically in recent years. 

Given that the Government of British Columbia has released a recovery strategy for mountain caribou, with a public comment period that closed on February 28, 2007, the responsibility now lies with your government to consider the weight of evidence and public opinion regarding the strategy’s content before finalizing it.  We know that 86% of British Columbians want the habitat of mountain caribou protected, based on a poll released in January 2007 by ForestEthics.  We feel strongly that this number would be similarly high if the question was posed of other Canadians – people across the country value our natural heritage and look to our elected officials to do what is required to protect it.

The draft mountain caribou recovery strategy prepared by the Mountain Caribou Technical Advisory Committee is not the robust strategy needed to ensure the recovery of mountain caribou in British Columbia. Instead, the strategy relies on ostensible “quick-fixes” such as predator control rather than addressing the root stressors that are threatening the critical habitat of mountain caribou.  Issues related to habitat protection, connectivity, and recreation access management must be appropriately dealt with if mountain caribou are to recover and thrive.  The government-appointed Mountain Caribou Science Team has already outlined recovery actions that are feasible for mountain caribou.  Any approved strategy for mountain caribou must recommend recovery actions that are consistent with the highest level of recovery effort set forth by this team; unfortunately, the draft recovery strategy under current review falls far short of this necessity. 

The province of British Columbia holds a wealth of natural diversity that your government has a strong obligation to protect and conserve.  While previous actions on species at risk, such as for the spotted owl and the Vancouver Island marmot, have left the conservation community and Canadians in general hoping for stronger leadership on the issue from the provincial government, the opportunity is great for your government to put in place a strong recovery strategy now that will provide for the full recovery of the mountain caribou.  

We look forward to seeing strong action from your government to safeguard the important habitat of mountain caribou – the only way that mountain caribou recovery will be achieved. 

Sincerely,
Julie Gelfand
President
cc: 
Honourable John Baird, Minister of Environment

Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of Environment, British Columbia

Bev Ramey, President, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

