April 18, 2007

The Honourable Barry Penner

Minister of the Environment

PO Box 9047 Station Provincial Government

Victoria BC  V8W 9E2

Dear Minister Penner:

Re:  Proposed Boundary Adjustment of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park

for Hydroelectric Transmission Line

We have recently learned that eight run-of-river hydro projects have been proposed for the Upper Pitt River Valley.  Electricity generated at seven power houses is proposed to be taken from this area by either a northern or southern transmission line to Squamish or the lower mainland, respectively.  We are very much opposed to the northern transmission route because it would cross a remote wilderness area of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park just south of Garibaldi Provincial Park.

The northern portion of Pinecone Burke Provincial Park is an area used extensively by species such as mountain goats, grizzly bear and wolverine that require undisturbed wilderness to thrive.  We are concerned that a transmission corridor here would prevent these animals from moving between suitable habitat areas further south in Pinecone Burke and Garibaldi Park, a well-documented effect of such corridors. A corridor would also provide easy access for people into a now-remote area, including on Off Road Vehicles, further adding to wildlife disruption and potential habitat destruction. 

The alternative southern transmission corridor would also go through Pinecone-Burke Park, but this corridor would be beside an existing transmission line in an area heavily used for public recreation and close to residential areas.  Thus, the southern area of the park does not have the high wilderness values of the more remote northern section and the impact of the lines on wildlife would be much lower.

We were shocked to learn that Park boundaries may now be changed under the Provincial Park Boundary Adjustment Policy passed by your government on July 26, 2004.  Despite the high value that BC residents of all political leanings place on our provincial parks, this policy was adopted in the absence of any public consultation.  Even to this day, the public for the most part has no knowledge of this policy.  It is our understanding that the proposed boundary adjustment for Pinecone Burke could be the first time this Policy is used to allow industrial intrusion into a remote wilderness area of a Class A Provincial Park with legislated park boundaries.  We believe a significant legal precedent would be set by allowing such a boundary adjustment and that this reason alone should be a sufficient rationale to reject the northern transmission route.

Based on applications for water licences, there appear to be hundreds of potential run-of-river hydroelectric projects throughout the province.  The transmission lines associated with these projects have the potential to intrude into many remote wilderness areas including those in Class A parks and other protected areas.  Development of these projects appears to be occurring on a piece-meal basis with little thought given to developing a strategic plan for a system of transmission lines that would be cost-efficient and minimally impact the environment.  Given the role these run-of-river proposals could play in meeting the province’s projected electricity requirements, we recommend the government develop an integrated management plan for run-of-river projects to assure their timely development in the most suitable sites, that is those causing the least disruption to wildlife and their habitats.  In the absence of appropriate management and planning, needless duplication of transmission lines is likely to occur and critical habitat could be destroyed.

We appreciate your interest in the Upper Pitt River Valley and were pleased that your Ministry recently played a key role in cleaning up a former garbage dump that was eroding and releasing harmful materials into wild salmon habitat.  We urge your government to treat the potential damage from transmission lines and other industrial activities to other wildlife and habitats with as much concern as in the case of the salmon.  Please reject the proposal for a transmission corridor through the northern part of Pinecone-Burke Provincial Park and the concomitant need to change the boundaries of the park. We look forward to hearing from you how the government intents to proceed on this matter.
Yours truly

Bev Ramey

President, 
BC Nature  (Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc:

Gordon Campbell, Premier

Minister Richard Neufeld, Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources 

Martha Anslow, BC Environmental Assessment Office

Fraser Valley Regional District

Mike Farnworth, MLA for Upper Pitt Valley

