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July 17 2007
Honourable Gordon Campbell

PO Box 9041,

Stn. Prov. Govt.

Victoria, B.C., V8W 9E1

Dear Premier Campbell:
Re:  Development on Shuswap Lake

BC Nature is concerned to hear that an application for a large marina at the mouth of the Adams River in Shuswap Lake is currently before the Integrated Land Management Branch in Kamloops (application #3411549). This is just one more of dozens of applications for new docks and marinas which will cause habitat loss and increased pollution. As you know, water quality is already a major issue in the Shuswap Lake system, and the importance of the area for such species as migratory birds is increasingly being recognized as more data is collected. This particular proposal is of concern because of the large scale of the project and the impact it will have on the internationally important Adams River salmon populations.   The area in question is an important part of the nursery area for young salmon as they grow large enough to make the return journey to the Pacific Ocean. 
BC Nature is recommending that consideration of all applications for further development of Shuswap lakeshore and wetlands should be postponed until after completion of the Shuswap Basin Integrated Planning Process. This process is a positive step in bringing people together around the subjects of future land and water use in this important Interior region of the province. The issue, while local, reflects a general concern of our members across the province, which is the loss of habitat to developments that are not planned in an overall context of ecological sustainability. Lakeshore developments will have particularly profound effects in the event of climate change-induced reductions in water level. 

We strongly support the Shuswap Watershed Alliance, which includes our local Shuswap clubs, in their call for a temporary moratorium on development.

Yours sincerely

Bev Ramey

President
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Honourable George Abbott, MLA for Shuswap
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Keith Weir, Integrated Land Management Bureau
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Shuswap Naturalists Club

