Original on BC Nature letterhead
September  24, 2007
Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper

Prime Minister of Canada

Parliament Bldgs.

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A9
Dear Mr. Harper:

The members of BC Nature are outraged at the slashing of operational budgets for the Canadian Wildlife Service details of which were announced on CBC September 20.  We urge your government to reconsider this move, which will have serious repercussions for the critical work of the CWS in monitoring and protecting wildlife across Canada.  

B.C. Nature (formerly the Federation of B.C. Naturalists) represents 50 clubs with about 5000 members from all corners of the province. Our motto and objective is “to know Nature and to keep it worth knowing”.  We are also affiliated with Nature Canada and members of the Canada-wide naturalists’ Canadian Nature Forum.  In our view, the Canadian Wildlife Service’s work in research, monitoring, and protection of wildlife, including threatened and endangered species, is a cornerstone of provincial and national efforts to ‘keep nature worth knowing’.  
Our understanding is that the budget freeze, to last at least to the end of this fiscal year, covers all regional and head quarters offices and includes the following:

· All program spending within CWS

· All travel for staff, whether regional, national, or international, the use of government vehicles for any but very local travel to meetings in normal office hours, and any major repairs to vehicles

· New contracts that were to begin this fall

· All aerial surveys and field work

· Expenditures that have already been approved unless funded from sources other than the Ministry of Environment/CWS

Essentially, this puts a stop to virtually all substantive programs; these include the Migratory Bird Program that monitors the health and changes in bird populations, the National Wildlife Areas program to protect significant wildlife habitats, and field research in a wide variety of topics.  The interruption of field research projects could well destroy or reduce the value of the work already completed, to mention only one likely result of this freeze. The CWS is justly renowned for their valuable research; discovering the drastic impacts on migratory songbirds of pesticides used to control spruce budworm and insect pests on corn is just one example. 

The argument that the money is needed for efforts to reduce climate change and improve such things air and water quality is quite specious.  As noted in an “Environment Canada Budget for Wildlife, Climate Stripped Away, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, September 20, 2007 (ENS), “The Canadian government has decided to cut spending on Environment Canada programs that address climate change by 80 percent, and wants cuts to 40 percent in the budgets devoted to climate change in other ministries, according to cabinet documents obtained by ‘The Globe and Mail”.  In addition, wildlife programs and services within the federal department have been completely frozen …”.  This is a wholesale assault on environmental protection at all levels across the country.
Aside from the above, it is short-sighted and without basis to treat wildlife and their habitats as divorced or separate from what is happening to other aspects of our natural environment.  To state a truism, everything is connected.   Climate change, and air and water quality affects and is affected by all living things; genuine efforts to improve the situation for humans must include learning about and including what is happening in the non-human world.  

Your government had a $13 billion surplus in the last fiscal year; there is no need whatever to rob the CWS, or any other environmental program, of critical funding in order to pay for climate-change programs.  Indeed when funding was announced last January for such programs, there was no indication whatever that the money would, come from the existing Environment Canada budget.  

Your government’s frequent statements that environmental protection is at the top of your priority list is belied by these funding cutbacks and freezes.  The Canadian public is receiving a very clear statement that their oft-stated concern for our environment, including wildlife and habitats, is to be ignored.   We in BC Nature urge your government to put a major part of the above surplus into programs that will have substantial positive effects on reducing environmental degradation and to immediately end the freeze on Canadian Wildlife Service programs.
Yours truly

Bev Ramey, President

BC Nature

cc.

Hon. Stéphane Dion, Leader of Liberal Party
Hon. John Baird, Ministry of the Environment

MP Jack Layton, Leader of NDP

Ms. Elizabeth May, Leader of the Green Party

