
Nature Canada is appealing to members of the Canadian Nature Network at all levels to write letters to their local MP and cc: Environment Minister John Baird to prevent rumoured cuts to the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) but accentuating the great work of the CWS.  It is important for everyone to note that the CBC report on the issue was based on a leaked memo regarding a budget freeze and that the facts are not yet clear.  

Since the news first leaked, Nature Canada has received some clarification from senior staff at Environment Canada.  

The allegations in the CBC story were that:

The Migratory Bird Program was cut by 50%; the NWA program was cut from $1.9 million to zero and that the EMAN was cut by 80%.  

According to a senior official within Environment Canada there have been some cuts, but the CBC story was not fully accurate.  
· The funding available to the migratory bird program has been reduced for this year (by approximately 42%).  

· The funding to the Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Network (EMAN) has been cut significantly (≈70%) as they review whether or not the work of EMAN fits better under education and citizen engagement vs. scientific monitoring.  

· There have been no cuts to the National Wildlife Area program 
· There have been no salary cuts within the CWS 

· This is part of government wide reductions at the federal level.     

That being said, this is now an influential time to let your federal MP, the Minister of the Environment and the Prime Minister know how important the work of the Canadian Wildlife Services is to Canadian’s and to the protection of our wild species and spaces.   Nature Canada believes that taking a positive tone in your letters would have more resonance with decision makers.   As such we are providing some guidelines below.   However, the most important thing is that you as a member of the naturalist community make your voice heard.

· Express your strong support for the work of the CWS overall

· The migratory bird conservation is a federal responsibility (because of the Migratory Bird Convention Act) and birds are important to Canadians (tourism, birding, ecological indicators, pest/insect control, cultural and economic values etc….) 

· The National Wildlife Area and Migratory bird sanctuary system is a critical tool in conserving wild species and their habitats as mandate under the Canadian Wildlife Act

· Environmental monitoring is required in order to make appropriate land-use and conservation management decisions and necessary to protect viable populations of common and rare or endangered species and allows evaluation of the effectiveness of management interventions.  

· Protecting species and habitats are important in adapting to and mitigating the impacts of climate change and closely linked with clean air and water.   Many of our National Parks protect crucial watersheds for urban centres in Canada.   Forests clean the air by removing pollutants, CO2 and adding pure oxygen.   It is not an either or situation.  
· The conservation and monitoring of wild species and space should not happen at the expenses of other emerging priorities and new investments in environmental protection are required if we are to achieve sustainability in future, especially in light of further projected increases in federal surpluses this year.      

Letters to the House of Commons can be sent without a stamp.  The letter may be submitted under your own name or if appropriate your organization or local club name.   

You can find out the name and contact information of your local MP at:

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Parlinfo/Compilations/HouseOfCommons/MemberByPostalCode.aspx?Menu=HOC
The addresses for John Baird; Minister for the Environment and the Prime Minister Stephen Harper are:
Mailing Addresses


The Right Honourable Stephen Harper
John Baird Minister of the Environment
Prime Minister of Canada


House of Commons

Office of the Prime Minister


Ottawa, ON
80 Wellington Street



K1A 0A6

Ottawa, ON




BairdJ@parl.gc.ca

K1A 0A2 

pm@pm.gc.ca
We wish to thank you for taking the time to write and make your voice heard.   Together we can make a difference.   

Sincerely, 
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Mara Kerry

Director of Conservation 

Nature Canada 
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