Premier Gordon Campbell

Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4
November 19, 2007

Dear Premier Campbell and Members of the Legislature

Re: South Fraser Perimeter Road environmental assessment and Burns Bog

We understand that the provincial government is due to make a decision on the South Fraser Perimeter Road (SFPR) environmental assessment. This highway through Delta would seriously impact Burns Bog, the North Delta ravines and agricultural land.

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) strongly urges you and your government to reject this proposal, on the grounds that it will negatively impact these important ecological areas. 
I am sure we need not remind you that a large portion of Burns Bog was purchased by your government in partnership with other levels of government, with the principal purpose of retaining its habitat value. In March 2004, your government signed the Conservation Covenant for Burns Bog which stated (in part):

(a) that all signed parties agree to maintain in perpetuity a large, contiguous, undeveloped natural area for the purpose of protecting the flora and fauna that depend on the bog;

(b) manage the Bog as a functional raised bog ecosystem as understood by the best science of the time; 
(c) maintain the extent and integrity of the water mound and the peat that encloses it, and in particular the upper porous acrotelm, upon which the persistence of the bog system depends; and 

(d) prevent any occupation or use of the Bog that will impair or interfere with the current state of the Bog or the amenities.

Statements in the environmental assessment illustrate the amount of land within Burns Bog which will be directly affected by the SFPR:
“The estimated loss of habitat with vegetation and wildlife values from Burns Bog is 12.78 ha... this includes... areas with attributes required to preserve Burns Bog viability.” - Main Binder, page 350, Potential Impacts to Burns Bog.

“An estimated 12.78 ha of land supporting the viability of Burns Bog.... would be impacted due to the SFPR. About 7 ha of this Zone 1 land, with attributes required to preserve the viability of Burns Bog..” - Main Binder, p.366.

Furthermore, the environmental assessment explains the importance of the structure of the bog for hydrological function: “.. the physical extent of the Burns Bog water mound is the primary influence on the overall viability of Burns Bog.” “....the proposed roadway is aligned directly over portions of the mound...” - Technical Volume 10, pg. 47. When Highway 91 was constructed, the hydrological function of that side of the bog was severely disrupted, illustrated by changes in vegetation within the Delta Nature Reserve and in the area west of the Alex Fraser bridge. Wildlife were cut off from their natural corridors: black bear and red fox were seen isolated on the far side of this four lane highway, unable to readily access the bog to the west. 
Similar problems can be predicted for the SFPR. For example, the road would destroy an area, informally known as Sherwood Forest, which was identified in the Burns Bog Ecosystem Review, 1999, as “an area within the water mound with attributes required to preserve the viability of Burns Bog” but which was not purchased as part of the Ecological Conservancy Area. Several parcels of land to the north of the bog, between the bog and the Fraser River, were identified as “areas outside the water mound with attributes required to preserve the viability of Burns Bog.” The SFPR will also destroy these parcels. 
A four lane highway along the shore of the Fraser River will sever the North Delta ravines, which have very high fish and wildlife habitat value, as well as being aesthetically important for the community. The highway would also destroy agricultural land in the heart of Delta’s farm country, further impacting the future of farming and wildlife populations. BC Nature members have frequently expressed our strong objections to loss of land within the Agricultural Land Reserve. 
It is clear that the proposed SFPR would cause irreversible damage to Burns Bog and the delta ecosystem, and to the North Delta ravines. We strongly urge you to deny this development application.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

Bev Ramey,

President, BC Nature 
cc Environmental Assessment Office
