Original letter on BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) letterhead
Premier Gordon Campbell

Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC

January 15 2008

Dear Mr. Premier,

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) would like to bring to your attention some serious ecological issues regarding the Fries Creek Independent Power Project (IPP) proposed for the Squamish River watershed. As with a number of other IPPs proposed for British Columbia, a rush to get them in place has meant that important ecological values are not being taken into account during the planning process, which could result in serious loss of habitat and biodiversity. While we appreciate your government’s interest in “green energy” it is important that wildlife and habitat values are also carefully considered when choosing sites for run of the river schemes. It appears that this has not happened for Fries Creek. “Green” energy is not green if ecosystems are put at risk, especially endangered ones.
An investigative permit to progress further with the Fries Creek IPP proposal has been awarded by the Ministry of Environment, even though the permit area overlaps with the Squamish Estuary Wildlife Management Area (WMA). Furthermore, the Squamish River area is an ”Important Bird Area”, one of the 597 sites in Canada that meet BirdLife International’s science-based criteria for bird population numbers and diversity. Please see the attached site summary information from the IBA website www.ibacanada.ca. The Squamish River is renowned for its Bald Eagle concentrations in winter, attracted by the large spawning salmon runs. The proposed IPP site borders the Brackendale eagles park. In addition, the Ministry of Environment has identified the west side of the creek as Northern Spotted Owl range. The value of Fries Creek to migratory and resident birds does not appear to have been either evaluated or taken into account. It is important that proponents and government realise that it is not just fish that are affected by hydro projects, but also other wildlife and the sustainability of the watershed as a whole. 
BC Nature urges your government, once again, to develop policies and procedures around IPP planning that would prevent them being allowed in provincial parks and other protected areas, National or provincial Wildlife Management Areas, or Important Bird Areas, or within watersheds that would impact these ecologically important sites. We would also urge you to develop an overall plan for placement of IPPs so that the whole province does not become criss-crossed with transmission lines and access roads.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature  

	IBA
	Squamish River Area
Squamish, British Columbia

	Site Summary
	

	BC023
	Latitude
Longitude
	49.78° N
123.16° W
	Elevation
Size
	0 - 50 m
null km²


	Habitats:
coniferous forest (temperate), mixed woods (temperate), rivers/streams, tidal rivers/estuaries, urban parks/gardens, other urban/industrial areas
	Land Use: 
Nature conservation and research, Fisheries/aquaculture, Forestry, Hunting, Tourism/recreation, Urban/industrial/transport, Water management
	Potential or ongoing Threats: 
Disturbance, Deforestation, Extraction industry, Recreation/tourism, Urban/industrial development

	IBA Criteria: Globally Significant: Congregatory Species

	Conservation status: 
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NEW: You can now submit your bird observations for Squamish River Area

	Site Description
This site includes the rivers and shorelines of the Squamish, Mamquam and Cheakamus rivers, and is centred roughly on the village of Brackendale, which is located about 8 km north of Squamish, BC. The site includes the Squamish River upstream to the confluence with the Elaho River. The three rivers flow through narrow but relatively flat floodplains in deep mountain valleys. The surrounding mountains are of the granitic Coast Range, with the valley bottoms consisting of gravel outwash from rivers and glaciers. The rivers are lined with riparian stands of large cottonwood and adjacent forests of Western Redcedar, Western Hemlock, Douglas-fir and Red Alder. The Brackendale area is thinly built up with housing, while the BC Rail Line and Highway 99 (running from Vancouver to Whistler) run through the area. These rivers have an important winter run of Chum and Coho Salmon.

	Birds
This area attracts large numbers of Bald Eagles from December through February, which feed on the spawning Coho and Chum Salmon. Peak numbers of eagles generally occur in mid-January, although this varies from year to year. Christmas Bird Counts usually occur before this peak, and single-day eagle counts often miss the peak as well, but it is likely that about 3,000 eagles are present at the annual peak period. This is about 3% of the global population. Single day counts have been as high as 3,700 (1994). This concentration of eagles is the largest in Canada, and along with to the Chilkat River, near Haines, Alaska has the largest concentrations of Bald Eagles in the world. 

These rivers host other birds in winter, some of which are attracted to the salmon runs: American Dipper (approximately 100 birds), mergansers, goldeneyes and ravens. A small wintering population of Trumpeter Swans (30 to 50 birds of the Pacific population) uses the Squamish estuary. A pair of Peregrine Falcons also use the Squamish estuary as hunting grounds.

	Summary of bird records available for Squamish River Area
Click here to view all records

	Species

Season
Number
Unit
Date

American Dipper

RE

100

I

1995

Bald Eagle
WI

3,000 - 3,700

G

I

1995

Trumpeter Swan (Pacific)

WI

40

I

1995

Note: species shown in bold indicate that their population level (as estimated by the maximum number) exceeds at least one of the IBA thresholds (national, continental or global). The site may still not qualify for that level of IBA if the maximum number reflects an exceptional or historical occurence.



	 

	Conservation Issues
Concerns for the eagles at this site centre on habitat alteration. Trees that are used by the eagles for roosting are being removed, and the riverine ecosystem, crucial for salmon spawning, is being damaged. The eagles are also being disturbed by too many eagle-watchers, some of whom approach too closely. An airport proposed near the site may increase disturbance as well.
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