Original letter on BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) letterhead

January 29, 2008
Dan Ashton, Chair, and Members of the Board

Okanagan Similkameen Regional District

101 Martin St.
Penticton, BC  
V2A 5J9

For discussion at the first Board Meeting following receipt of this letter

Dear Members of the Board:

As Conservation Chair of BC Nature, I am writing to express our grave concern over the proposed housing and business development (also termed a resort) proposed by Willow Beach (GLD) Developments for the north end of Osoyoos Lake.  The scale and nature of the proposal to be located partially on and directly adjacent to areas of extremely high wildlife habitat values is very disturbing.  The essentially lake-level aspect of the terrain where the building would take place also raises many questions of environmental concern. 

BC Nature (the Federation of B.C. Naturalists) represents 50 clubs with about 5000 members from all corners of the province. Our motto and objective is “to know Nature and to keep it worth knowing”.  We are also affiliated with Nature Canada and members of the Canada-wide naturalists’ Canadian Nature Forum.  In our view, developments such as the one above are incompatible with responsible stewardship of our wildlife and their habitats, and no more so than in the South Okanagan with its seriously threatened and fragile natural ecology.
Part of the 29-ha parcel for the development, currently occupied by a ranch, includes wet meadows and a meandering stream both important habitat for migrating and nesting waterfowl, geese, and shorebirds.  Two years ago, a pair of Black-necked Stilts nested on the edge of the meadows closest to the present mobile-home park.  This was the first record of the species nesting in the South Okanagan. The Ministry of Environment cites concerns about the impacts of the development on the adjacent South Okanagan Wildlife Management Area and notes that the provincially Blue-listed Great Basin Spadefoot breeds in one of the three wetland areas on the property in question.  The RDOS Planning Services Department has also registered their concerns that the development “will profoundly impact the character and ambience of the surrounding rural area and the adjacent sensitive riparian areas.” 
Even with a 30-metre setback from wetlands and waterways, the maximum currently required under the Riparian Setback regulations, the hugely increased human and pet presence would inevitably have a negative effect on these easily disturbed areas and wild inhabitants.  In spite of fences, signs, restrictive covenants, and information, people and pets will inevitably roam into these natural areas. 
Other serious environmental concerns are: 

· Increased traffic, and the consequent increase in emissions and air pollution, from residents traveling to nearby towns.  The proponent’s argument that the proposed development will be a self-contained community  is unfounded since there will be very limited local services available and the inclusion of tourist facilities such as motels, restaurants, and a campground will also add to the traffic in that area. Proposed sources of water for the development and the negative effects this may  have on the wet meadows and nearby oxbows and on the aquifers we understand underlie that area
· The effect of fill that would likely be required for the development 
· Greatly increased paved areas with subsequent run-off of water contaminated by substances such as road salt, sand, and oil or gasoline
·  The effects of a huge increase in nighttime lighting on resident wildlife and migrating birds.
We urge the Regional District Board to support the reports of their own staff, of the Ministry of Environment scientists, and of the officials of the Town of Osoyoos all of whom have already expressed serious concerns or outright opposition to the proposed development.  Support for this development is neither environmentally nor socially responsible.

Yours truly

Anne Murray, Chair

Conservation Committee

BC Nature

