Original letter on BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) letterhead
Premier Gordon Campbell






February 7, 2008
P.O. Box 9041, Stn. Prov Govt
Victoria, BC  V8W 9E1

Dear Premier Campbell:

Re:  Need for Provincial Species at Risk Legislation

The BC government does not appear to be fulfilling its obligations to protect Species and Ecosystems at Risk in the province.  Despite having more biodiversity and Species at Risk than any other province, we are one of only two provinces that do not have provincial stand-alone legislation to protect Species at Risk.  We strongly believe that stand-alone legislation would be much more effective at providing protection than different legislative policies for conservation spread over different ministries.

Regarding Critical Habitat designation, we firmly believe that Critical Habitat should be identified to the extent possible in Recovery Strategies for Endangered and Threatened species.  This designation should be based on the best science and experience available, but should not be influenced by socio-economic and political considerations.  We do however acknowledge that these considerations must be taken into account when developing subsequent Action Plans and that in some cases, not all Critical Habitat may be preserved.  Habitat that is critical for the survival of a species should be designated as such, even when it has high value for human activities. 

Loss and degradation of habitat is far and away the largest contributing factor to the decline of species and this must be addressed to a much greater extent than has been the case in the province to date.  Unfortunately the majority of Species at Risk do not occur in Protected Areas.  In addition, Land and Resource Management Plans have rarely given high priority to protection of biodiversity.  Protecting key habitat areas for species not currently at risk will help to prevent these species from becoming Endangered or Threatened.  It is much easier to prevent a species from becoming at risk than attempting recovery later.

We also feel that more financial and human resources need to be devoted to monitoring compliance to legislation that is in place to protect species and their habitats.  Stronger, more meaningful penalties need to be developed for lack of adherence to these regulations.

We endorse the solutions to the current inadequacies in conservation of BC’s biodiversity proposed by the David Suzuki Foundation and Sierra Legal (now Ecojustice Canada) in their recent publication “Rich Wildlife, Poor Protection”, such as:

1. Create strong endangered species legislation

2. Establish and complete conservation-based land-use planning, particularly in Species at Risk hotspots

3. Complete a province-wide protected areas strategy that identifies and protects at risk species and their habitat

4. Provide adequate funding for the B.C. Conservation Data Centre

Yours truly,

Bev Ramey, President

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)
cc.  Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of Environment

       Honourable Pat Bell, Minister of Agriculture and Lands

       MLA Shane Simpson, Opposition Critic for Environment

