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February 15, 2007

To:
BC Hydro,
Peace River Site C Project

From:
BC Nature 

Re: Pre-Consultation on Site C

BC Nature (Federation of British Columbia Naturalists) consists of over 4000 members in 50 clubs across the province.  One of the goals of our organization is to provide naturalists and natural history clubs with a unified voice on conservation and environmental issues, and we are a respected voice in conservation and biodiversity protection in BC.   We are writing to inform you of our interest in the proposed Site C hydroelectric project on the Peace River.   We request that you keep us informed of your plans for the project, and ensure that we are consulted as this project proceeds through review and environmental assessment.

We have read the Discussion Guide on the Site C website and reviewed your Feedback form, and prefer to send our comments by way of this memo. 
With respect, we find that your Feedback Form, rather than being structured objectively to determine public concerns and priorities, is biased towards getting public acceptance of Site C.  We do not consider this to be a constructive way to solicit public input, as it will likely lead to suspicion of Hydro’s motives.   Your approach is not only contrary to the intention expressed in your Discussion Guide that you are committed to “effective communications with communities, First Nations, stakeholders and the public”;  it is misleading in its inference that your intention to consider environmental concerns and impacts to the land is a “New Approach”.   When Site C was reviewed, with public input, by the BC Utilities Commission two decades ago, environmental concerns and impacts to the land were considered and roundly condemned by the public.   Those concerns and potential impacts are still as relevant today as they were then.   No amount of new approaches can change the fact that the flooding of scarce agricultural land and valuable wildlife habitat are major impacts, and cannot be lightly dismissed.    We also wish to stress that the purpose of a project review is to determine whether a project should go ahead, in view of its assessed costs and benefits, both locally and provincially.   This important point is not evident in your Discussion Guide. 

The following, in brief, are BC Nature’s major concerns that we consider to be important components of a new review of Site C: 

· Loss of valuable agricultural land in a province that has little agricultural land to start with.  British Columbia is already dependent on importing food from the US;  yet in view of climate change the reliability of that source of food is very uncertain.   Responsible stewardship requires that BC protect what agricultural land it has. 

· Bottomlands not only provide frequently competing services to human society, but are critical ecosystems providing vital winter habitat for wildlife.   Ultimately human wellbeing depends on healthy ecosystems that maintain natural biodiversity.  Bottomlands are relatively rare in a mountainous region like British Columbia and should not be destroyed without rigorous evaluation to determine whether the costs of destruction outweigh the benefits of development . 

· Site C will be hugely costly to build, yet climate change raises the question of whether it will be viable for its projected lifespan of 100 years if it is built. 

· It’s a myth that Site C is “green”.   More power means more development, which means more greenhouse gasses, environmental degradation and ultimately, if development is not checked, the erosion of the ability of human society to survive.    Serious consideration needs to be given by the government and BC Hydro as to whether assumptions of the benefits to the province of unchecked growth are justified. 

· Downstream impacts in Alberta need to be considered, especially in regard to potential impacts on the Athabasca delta. 

Finally, in response to the question, how do we want to be consulted, we recommend  that in addition to email communication and website updates, there need to be public meetings (not open houses), held both locally and in the lower mainland.   Public meetings, rather than open houses, are important so that everyone present may receive the same information and hear what others have to say.   For BC Nature, the topics of greatest importance in terms of our interests are Recreation, Land use, Fish/Wildlife, Water Management, Local and Provincial Climate .    

We hope these comments are helpful and appreciate the opportunity to make them.


Bev Ramey
President
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

#307 – 1367 West Broadway

Vancouver, BC  V6H 4A9
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