Original letter on BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) letterhead
Mayor Lippert and Members of Council


February 20, 2008
City of Vernon

3400 – 30th Street

Vernon, BC  V1T 5E6

Dear Mayor Lippert and Members of Council:

Re:  Proposed Western By-Pass Highway

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) is opposed to the proposed western highway by-pass because it would severely impact the sensitive grassland habitat of Bella Vista.  As a provincial federation of 50 local natural history clubs throughout BC, we would like to offer our provincial perspective on the importance of these grasslands.

The Bella Vista grasslands have been identified as sensitive habitat.  Provincially, grasslands are in limited supply and cover less than 1% of our province.  Grasslands support a rich diversity of ecosystems and a wide variety of plants and animals.  Grasslands are home to more species at risk than any other ecosystem in BC.  Unfortunately grasslands are increasingly under threat of conversion for intensive farming or development for human settlements.  Due to their fragile nature, grasslands are particularly susceptible to damage and destruction by human activities.  
The grasslands in the North Okanagan Basin form an important transitional area between the rough fescue-bluebunch wheatgrass communities of the Thompson and the grasslands of the Southern Okanagan Basin.  In considering this proposed highway by-pass, it must be recognized that it is not only the footprint of the highway that will impact the grasslands.  If the highway were to be built, then other developments would soon follow.
BC Nature urges the City of Vernon to protect the biodiversity and stunning natural beauty of the Bella Vista grasslands through good stewardship.  Please withdraw the proposal for a western by-pass highway.

Yours truly
Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc.  Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of Environment

       MLA Tom Christensen
       Chief Fabrian Alexis and Councillors, Okanagan Indian Band
