Original letter on BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) letterhead
February 21, 2008

Nancy Wilkin

Assistant Deputy Minister, Environmental Stewardship

Ministry of Environment

PO Box 9339

Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC  V8W 9M1
Dear Ms. Wilkin:

Re:  Proposed Gilpin Grasslands WMA

We are writing to urge that the Ministry of Environment to support the proposed designation of 3845 ha in the Gilpin grasslands east of Grand Forks as a Wildlife Management Area (WMA).  This would provide an excellent extension of and buffer zone for threatened wildlife and their required habitats, the core of which is included in Gilpin-Morrisey Provincial Park and the adjacent Boothman Oxbow Provincial Park. 
We strongly support the draft Management Plan’s proposal to restrict motorized access within the proposed WMA to use of existing gazetted roads and non-status roads with no off-road access allowed.  We support the proposal to deny access into the adjacent Ministry of Environment managed Nature Trust of BC lands to all but the rancher who needs it to get to leased Crown lands. 

Beyond the proposed access regulations for the WMA, we would also support restriction of all motorized access within both Provincial Parks, except on public roads.  Also we support the move to deactivation of Ministry of Forest roads currently in Gilpin-Morrisey.

The proposals to focus first on restoration of the most damaged areas of the WMA and Parks and to keep cattle out of all waterways, wetlands, and riparian areas seem very sound.

While industrial activities such as mineral tenures, logging, and utility corridors are allowable within WMAs, we would encourage measures to ensure that Parks staff have sufficient control over where these activities would be permitted to avoid the most sensitive areas needed for conservation of critical wildlife habitat.  These areas should be clearly defined and rated as to importance with the highest priority ones defined as off-limits for intrusive human activities.  Without this kind of control, the WMA designation could be rendered meaningless through inappropriate human intrusion.
We look forward to having these increasingly rare and critically important grassland and wetland areas protected in the near future and applaud the government’s move in this direction.

Yours truly

Bev Ramey
President

cc  
James Hopkins, Section Head, BC Parks, Okanagan Region, Ministry of Environment 
Keith Baric, Regional Planner, Environmental Stewardship, Okanagan Region, Ministry of Environment

