Original email on BC Nature letterhead

February 21, 2008

To:  Honourable Stan Hagen,  Minister of Tourism, Sports and the Arts

with copy to Bill Marshall, John Hawkings and John Glaspie

Re:  Support for non-motorized participation in Provincial Recreation Trail Strategy

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) understands that the Ministry of Tourism, Sports and the Arts is involved with strategy sessions to designate certain trails as “motorized” and "self-propelled use only".  BC Nature encourages your Ministry to make an effort to involve local naturalists and local natural history clubs in these decisions.  As a non-profit group of volunteers, without funding from motorized industry, we often find that naturalists do not speak as loudly or frequently as motorized groups, which are typically better funded.  However, it is now widely recognized that quiet appreciation of nature is a healthy pastime.   Walking and other self-propelled activities are good for the health of society.  Trails and geographic zones should be designated so that the public can readily enjoy self-propelled travel.  Given BC’s ever increasing health budget, self-propelled travel should be strongly supported due to its benefit for human health.

BC Nature is the provincial umbrella organization for fifty local natural history clubs throughout BC.  Contact information for naturalist clubs can be found on our website at www.bcnature.ca
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