Original letter on BC Nature letterhead
March 4 2008

Integrated Land Management Bureau, Adventure Tourism Branch

Andy Oetter, Regional Manager, Kamloops Forest District

510, 175 2nd Avenue

Kamloops, BC  V2C 5W1

Regarding: File #3411733, Okanagan ATV Tours’ application for tenure on Crown land in Peachland Creek area

Dear Mr. Oetter:

BC Nature is very much concerned about the application by Okanagan ATV Tours for a 10-year tenure on approximately 1459 ha of land in the Peachland Creek, Finlay Creek, and Antlers Saddle area.  The granting of such a tenure would have very serious implications for wildlife and wildlife habitat, fish-bearing streams, sensitive wetlands, and fragile plant communities in this rugged area.  It could also affect use by others with non-motorized means of travel 
The application covers land that is typical of the dry Interior in being easily damaged (especially by motorized vehicles), that takes a very long time to recover, and that is important wildlife habitat.  The Antlers Saddle area is critical deer winter range supporting a regionally important mule deer herd.  ATVs not only damage the critical grass and browse that the deer need year round, but the noise and fumes stress the deer at particularly difficult times of year, namely over winter and in early spring when does are fawning.
The application is so brief that it makes commenting difficult.  Some problems arising from this lack of detail are:

· The detailed map appears to indicate only trails that the proponents might use, not the ones they intend to use and which one assumes are given in the actual application; no indication is given as to whether permission is being sought to build new trails 
· there is no indication on the map as to the status of the current trails - old forestry and/or range roads, hiking trails, or whatever – nor where the different types are 
· there is no information on how many people and machines would be allowed per group under the licence nor what measures would be taken to mitigate any damage caused by the tours

· there is no detail given to indicate that the proponents have any knowledge of possible threatened and endangered species of plants, animals, birds, reptiles, and amphibians in the area and what measures would be taken under the licence to prevent damage to these species’ habitat and activities
· there is no indication of how this licence would affect other area users, especially those using non-motorized means of recreation; for example, members of the Central Okanagan Naturalists Club regularly hike and conduct nature studies along the old roads and trails in the area
· the close proximity of the area for which tenure is being applied to Darke Lake and Eneas Lakes Provincial Parks is worrying; motorized recreation is not allowed in the parks and staff might well be faced with the need for extra enforcement to prevent incursions into these parks from the licenced area.

The proponent’s brochure and website show ATVs driving through streams and over wet meadows beside a lake, off-trail in forested areas and on ridgetops, and perched on boulders clearly not on trails. This gives us no confidence that the intent is to have clients drive only on well-established trails that are not situated so as to damage sensitive areas. It also brings up the question of where these pictures were taken and why the company has been allowed to act in this way on what is almost certainly public lands.

The company also specifically advertises “extreme mud ATV tours (seasonal and for experienced riders)”; this is mud-bogging which the present government just passed legislation making illegal on Crown land.  It is inconceivable that a licence would now be granted that allowed such activity.  Finally, large numbers of people are shown in the group photos and the advertising copy; this factor alone would have the effect of disturbing wildlife with the noise, fumes, and large human presence and increase the wear and tear damage to any trails not on flat land.  
We are very concerned about the above matters with regard to the permitting of motorized activities, commercial or private, in large areas of Crown land outside already designated places.  The potential damage to streams and wetlands, forests and grasslands, and open, fragile ridges is simply too great to risk and in particular when essentially no official monitoring of such enterprises occurs.
The Bear Creek Recreation Management Zone (RMZ) was established through the Okanagan-Shuswap LRMP process to limit motorized recreational vehicle users in the Central Okanagan to this 33,000 ha area.  We believe strongly that ORV use of all kinds should continue to be restricted primarily to this area and that Okanagan ATV Tours’ licence application for the area west of Peachland should be refused.  

Yours truly

Anne Murray, Chair, Conservation Committee

BC Nature

