
To:  eaoinfo@gov.bc.ca
Graeme McLaren

Project Assessment Director

Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC  V8W 9V1

Re:  Proposed Coquihalla Pass Resort Project – draft terms-of-reference, version 8.1

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) would like the terms-of-reference expanded to include consideration of impacts of the proposed Coquihalla Pass Resort Project on the adjacent Coquihalla Summit Recreation Area.  

Consideration of the potential impacts from this proposed project on the existing protected area do not seem to have been included in the draft Terms-of-Reference.   A likely negative impact would be increased ease of access to the Recreation Area by off road motorized recreation vehicles, both in winter and summer.  There may also be other considerations, and a substantial buffer area may be needed between the Recreation Area and the Project.   It appears that one ski lift is sited right up to the boundary of the Recreation Area.

Potential impacts must be considered, both the environmental impacts and social impacts on park users (such as noise).  Examples of T-O-R sections that could be expanded to address these concerns are: 5.2.4, 6.2.9 and Table 6.1 on the Project Footprint and Local & Regional Spatial Context.  And the section 8.0 on Monitoring and Follow-up should include managing off road vehicle users so that they cannot gain access to the Recreation Area.

A workable plan must be provided to ensure this Project and off-road vehicle access do not negatively impact the Coquihalla Summit Recreation Area.

Yours truly
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Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature  

