
April 8, 2008

Martha Anslow

Project Assessment Manager

Environmental Assessment Office

PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC  V8W 9V1

Email to:  UpperPittRiver@gov.bc.ca
Dear Ms. Anslow:

BC Nature is a federation of 50 local natural history clubs throughout BC.  Our membership is very concerned with the proposed Upper Pitt River Water Power Project.

On behalf of BC Nature, I presented at the March 25th public meeting.  Our concerns remain with potential negative impacts on the fish stocks of the Upper Pitt, the wildlife and the adjacent Provincial Park.   Members from several of our Lower Mainland clubs attended the four public meetings.  Clubs represented were:  Burke Mountain Naturalists, Squamish Environmental Conservation Society, Vancouver Natural History Society, Alouette Field Naturalists, Central Valley Naturalists, Langley Field Naturalists and Chilliwack Field Naturalists.  Many members have written letters of concern as well.  BC Nature supports the detailed submission of the Burke Mountain Naturalists.

As described at the public meeting, our major concern remains that no overall plan is in place to best locate independent power projects and that ecological values and the integrity of our Provincial Parks are not given a high priority during individual evaluation of projects’ construction and operation stages.

The public is overwhelmed by the extent of proposals for Independent Power Projects currently under consideration.  The Consulting Engineering firm of Kerr Wood Leidel recently won an environmental award for completion of what is called, a “Rapid Hydropower Assessment Model”. Their quick assessment of the suitability of BC rivers for run of the river hydro schemes identified a potential 8,200 rivers in the province that have the capability of delivering sufficient megawatts.   The sheer magnitude of this situation makes the need for prior planning of paramount importance. 

Given the large number of potential sites for independent power projects, BC Nature urges government to set criteria that suitable candidate rivers must meet.  If suitable criteria were detailed by government, then unacceptable candidate rivers would not even reach the evaluation process.  Proceeding in that manner would be much fairer to both the public and the proponents.  Unnecessary evaluations would not be undertaken.  Specific criteria for choice of rivers and placement of run of the river projects and transmission lines should exclude projects that are within, or would have detrimental effects on parks, protected areas, wildlife management areas, species at risk, fish and Important Bird Areas.

BC Nature encourages the Environmental Assessment Office to make recommendations to government that policies and procedures be developed for Independent Power Project planning that would exclude locations of high environmental significance, and include an overall plan for placement of IPPs and transmission lines, and that this be done before any proposals are accepted for evaluation.  The present situation of reviewing each IPP proposal put forward one at a time, considering the preplanning work that companies undertake, is not fair to the proponent or the public.

Yours truly

Bev Ramey, President

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

1620 Mount Seymour Road

North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9

604 985-3057

manager@bcnature.ca
