
April 17, 2008

Chair Marty Bootsma and Directors
Columbia Shuswap Regional District Board
781 Marine Park Drive - Box 978
Salmon Arm, B.C.  V1E 4P1

Email to:  sbeeching@csrd.bc.ca


Dear Chair Bootsma and CSRD Directors:

Re: West Beach Marina development, Adams River, Shuswap Lake 

BC Nature (Federation of British Columbia Naturalists) is an organization representing 

50 natural history clubs across the province, with approximately 4000 members, who have an interest in fostering an appreciation of our natural environment, that it may be wisely used for future generations.  Our motto is “to know nature, and to keep it worth knowing.” Our local clubs, the Shuswap Naturalist Club, the North Shuswap Naturalists Society and the Kamloops Naturalist Club have repeatedly advocated for the health of wildlife and habitat in the Shuswap area.

BC Nature members are strongly opposed to the West Beach Marina development proposed by New Recreation Ltd. This proposed development threatens the internationally important Adams River salmon populations, which spawn and rear in this area. We have many concerns about water quality in the Shuswap Lake system, likely to be compounded as climate change progresses, and certainly aggravated by increased boat traffic attracted by a new marina. We should also like to bring to your attention the importance of the area for migratory birds, which is being increasingly recognized (Salmon Arm bay has recently been suggested as a global/national Important Bird Area, under the BirdLife International program and the whole Shuswap Lake system is rich in birdlife). 

We are shocked to hear that New Recreation Ltd. has applied to build 218 condominiums, a 160-slip marina and 10,000 square feet of commercial space on a former campground at the mouth of the Adams River. The West Beach Marina development will directly border on the river’s mouth and Roderick Haig-Brown Provincial Park, and will have severe impacts on both the wildlife habitat and eco-recreational assets of the area. The habitat loss will be compounded by the problems that follow, including the inevitable introduction of alien species, habitat and wildlife disturbance, noise, light, and chemical pollution, loss of wilderness aesthetics, increased road traffic and other blights on the landscape. 

Fish will be impacted by increased runoff into the river and lake, direct pollution from boats, increased noise and lights affecting life cycles, and the disturbance and eventual disappearance of natural predators, such as bears, which play an important role in the health of the spawning areas. Of particular concern is the direct impact to the critical salmon fry habitat in the bay where the marina is proposed. Salmon fry use that area for four months in the spring before making their way into the South Thompson River for their journey to the ocean. (An investigation of juvenile salmonid utilization of the delta-lakefront area of the Adams River, Shuswap Lake; Graham, C.C.; Russell, L.R. 

Dept. of Fisheries and Oceans, Habitat Protection Division, 1979. CATNO 196359.)

We understand that the Adams Lake Indian Band also opposes the development, and we support their stand. 


It seems a great travesty to contemplate such a development during the Haig-Brown Centenary. 2008 is the year long celebration to mark the 100th anniversary of the births of Ann and Roderick Haig-Brown. Especially now we ask you to act to protect British Columbia’s priceless heritage, the river and shoreline that sustains the famous Adam’s River sockeye run, and reject the application by New Recreation Ltd.
Yours sincerely

Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature

cc.  

Honourable Barry Penner, Minister of Environment

Honourable George Abbott, Shuswap MLA

Scott Beeching, Senior Planner, CSRD

