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c/o Heritage Centre, 1620 Mt Seymour Rd, North Vancouver, BC V7G 2R9  

www.bcnature.ca  604 985 3057

Hon. Barry Penner

Minister of Environment

Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4

14 July 2008

Dear Mr. Penner,

Re: BC Conservation Framework

BC Nature wishes to congratulate you and your staff on the collaborative work with Biodiversity BC on Taking Nature’s Pulse: The Status of Biodiversity in British Columbia and the launch of a Conservation Framework. 

Critical to the success of a Conservation Framework and protection of biodiversity in BC will be the ability and willingness to act together. It is therefore essential for all levels of government to be fully committed to the goals and objectives of the Framework. Nature will only be well-served when the federal, provincial, regional, municipal and First Nations adopt a united, well-integrated approach to biodiversity conservation. 

To illustrate with a few specifics: The federal government is responsible for the protection of migratory birds under the Migratory Bird Convention Act, and birds are a key component of biodiversity in BC.  It is essential that Environment Canada is engaged closely in the process of bringing the Conservation Framework and protection of biodiversity to reality. Environment Canada must be part of the “coordinated and inclusive action”
 so that migratory birds and their habitats are fully protected. There should be across the board support for the internationally-recognised Important Bird Areas (IBA) program (www.ibacanada.ca, www.birdlife.org) and legal protection of all sites. 

Provincially, BC Nature continues to support a stand-alone Endangered Species Law for British Columbia, to complement and complete existing legislations. The Conservation Framework as presented lacks this important component, and focuses mainly on the scientific ranking and prioritizing of species. The “Acting” section is very general: much more work will be needed to make this crucial step effective in the face of so many threats to biodiversity. It is critical to appreciate that “business considerations” will only survive in a healthy environment and that to “balance actions” far more must be done for wildlife and biodiversity. 

We would also urge the precautionary approach whereby common species will remain common – far too many of our common songbirds, for example, are declining rapidly, and there are no legislative tools to protect their habitat. Stewardship is not enough, in the face of rapidly changing socio-economic constraints.  The BC government must also “Act Smarter” in planning for the future. Too many government programs contradict and compete. For example: the Province showed leadership by introducing the carbon tax to reduce greenhouse gases yet is going ahead with building a South Fraser Perimeter Road that destroys endangered wildlife habitat in Burns Bog and encourages further fossil fuel use. 

Municipal and regional governments play the major role in determining land use changes, including “ecosystem conversion from urban/rural development” (# 16: major finding on threats to biodiversity). Currently in Regional District Okanagan Similkameen there are developments for hundreds of houses on Anarchist Mountain fragmenting the White-headed Woodpecker habitat; a proposal for 300 new homes on Kruger Mountain Road on the edge of the Kilpoola Grasslands IBA, that is already impacted by water shortage; the Willow Beach housing on the shores of Osoyoos Lake, adjacent to the Osoyoos – Oxbows IBA (Yellow-breasted Chat riparian habitat), and a proposal by the town of Osoyoos to develop the western benchlands in an area that holds red and blue listed plants, and range-restricted birds like Brewer’s Sparrow and Lark Sparrows. If the Province cannot rein in Regional District developments that imperil Species at Risk, then how is it going to be done? It is an impossible task for a few volunteer naturalist and environmentalist organizations.

BC Nature welcomes the release of Taking Nature’s Pulse and supports the three goals of the Conservation Framework.  However, there is much more work to be done in making the tools of the Framework an effective means of removing threats to wildlife and ecosystems in our province. We strongly encourage the BC Government to fully embrace the goals of the Conservation Framework, both politically and legislatively, and to be proactive in urging all other levels of government to do likewise. The future health of our province depends on it.

Yours sincerely

Anne Murray

Conservation Chair, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)

cc   Federal Minister of Environment, Honourable John Baird

      Chair Dan Ashton, Regional District Okanagan-Similkameen

� All quotes from Conservation Framework and Taking Nature’s Pulse - The Status of Biodiversity in BC, as distributed July 8 2008 at Media Announcement.





