Original letter on BC Nature letterhead
Mayor Marty Bootsma and Council

City of Salmon Arm

mbootsma@salmonarm.ca

October 9 2008

Dear Mayor Bootsma and Council Members:
Re: Proposed SmartCentre located at 10th Ave.SW and 30th St. Salmon Arm. 
OCP Amendment Bylaw #3662

Zoning Amendment Bylaw #3663

Presentation on behalf of BC Nature to the Public Hearing October 20 2008
The proposed development by SmartCentre of a 60 acre site located at 10th Avenue SW and 30th Street, Salmon Arm, has been brought to the attention of BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) by members living in Salmon Arm and neighbouring communities. We note that the proposed development is on the Salmon River’s floodplain and includes a section of the Salmon River mainstem and part of Hobbs Creek.

BC Nature opposes this proposed development on environmental grounds. The site of the proposed commercial centre is an extremely sensitive wetland-floodplain area with high fish and wildlife values. Furthermore it is critically close to the highly sensitive ecological area of Shuswap Lake. The portion of the lake at Salmon Arm has been nominated as an Important Bird Area under the global BirdLife International program, due to the large numbers of nesting Western Grebes and migrating shorebirds, terns and waterfowl that use the area on a seasonal basis. 240 species of bird have been observed by naturalists using the shoreline area adjacent to the proposed development site, which ranks the location very highly compared with similar habitats elsewhere in Canada. At least 13 species of fish use the Salmon River as rearing grounds and the riparian areas, woodland, stream sides and floodplain that encompass the site are good wildlife habitat for amphibians, birds and small mammals. 

All of these wildlife depend for survival on good water quality and consistent seasonal water levels. The meandering nature of the Salmon River and Hobbs Creek provide a natural mechanism for control of water quality and water levels, by reducing turbidity, allowing natural biological filtration and purification of the water, and preventing flash floods. Destroying these essential natural services with buildings and concrete would be extremely unwise, as they far surpass the efficiency of equivalent man-made structures. 

Loss of wetlands is a major cause of amphibian and bird declines both in B.C. and elsewhere in the world. These population declines are now reaching critical levels. To ensure that global, continental, national and provincially important wildlife populations are protected for present and future generations, it is essential that every municipality plays its part in ensuring the highest environmental standards are maintained within their jurisdiction. Salmon Arm can ensure the health of its community by locating planned developments well back from the lake shore and river banks, and out of the floodplain. Building on floodplains is being identified as an environmentally unsound practice in many countries and jurisdictions, where it is fully recognised that it increases wetland degradation, puts homes and businesses at increased risk of flooding, increases liabilities, and prevents essential environmental services from performing. 

For these reasons, BC Nature joins with other community members and its local naturalist clubs in opposing the proposed development. We strongly urge Salmon Arm Mayor and Council to show ecological prudence and deny the application. 

Thank you.

Anne Murray

Conservation Chair, 

BC Nature

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) c/o Heritage Centre, 1620 Mount Seymour Road

North Vancouver, V7G 2R9

Tel. 604 985 3057

BC Nature (the Federation of B.C. Naturalists) represents 50 clubs with about 5000 members from all corners of the province. Our motto and objective is “to know Nature and to keep it worth knowing”.  We are also affiliated with Nature Canada and members of the Canada-wide naturalists’ Canadian Nature Forum.  

