Original letter on BC Nature letterhead
October 14, 2008

Terry Pratt

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Arts

Manager, Major Projects

Resort Development Division

Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Arts

#510-175 2nd Ave.

Kamloops, BC

V2C 5W1

Dear Ms. Pratt:

BC Nature is very concerned about the discussions we understand are going on between the Black Tusk Snowmobile Club of Squamish and the development company Garibaldi at Squamish (GAS) regarding possible use of Garibaldi Provincial Park, in lieu of Brohm Ridge where the GAS development is proposed.  The wilderness character and highly sensitive habitat and wildlife of this Class A Park, the chief reason for its creation, would be seriously compromised by snowmobile use. As well, a precedent might be set for other mechanized recreationists to push for admittance, citing similar grounds that previously used areas outside the park are now built over. 

BC Nature (Federation of B.C. Naturalists) represents 50 clubs with about 5000 members from all corners of the province. Our motto and objective is “to know Nature and to keep it worth knowing”.  We are also affiliated with Nature Canada and members of the Canada-wide naturalists’ Canadian Nature Forum.  In our view, mechanized recreation encroachment into sensitive wildlife areas, especially in winter when animals’ energy resources are at their limits, is never a good idea. It is an even greater problem  when the area in question is a particularly sensitive part of a wilderness park as is the case here.

The proposed snowmobile route from Brohm Ridge to Whistler would cross Garibaldi Lake and Black Tusk Meadows, the most critical area in the struggle in the 1920s to create the park.  Resident populations of Mountain goat, Grizzly bear, and Wolverine would be affected along with disturbance of other wildlife. There would also be damage to vegetation and waterways from the incomplete fuel burning of the machines, and snow melt along the trails would be slowed.  These are all well-documented affects of snowmobiles on wild lands everywhere.
On the recreation side, trails into and in Garibaldi Park are used regularly by hikers, snowshoers, and cross-country skiers including by members of The North Shore Hikers.  Snowmobiles are well known to negatively affect the experiences of non-mechanized users such as these; an example is Brohm Ridge which is used by back-country skiers and as an access to Mount Garibaldi, but where the non-mechanized experience has been seriously compromised by the presence of the machines.  
BC Nature has already written a letter to the Provincial and Squamish Regional governments in Nov. 2007 expressing our opposition to the Garibaldi at Squamish development on what is currently Crown land used for forestry and various types of recreation, including snowmobiling. We understand that this development proposal for Brohm Ridge is the main motivation behind the Black Tusk Snowmobile Club’s request. Since snowmobiles are allowed on all Sea to Sky forestry lands except the upper Callaghan and the Park, however, the possible exclusion of the Ridge area would appear to be of little consequence to the sport. It would certainly not be a good reason to consider granting further destruction of wildlife habitat for recreational purposes in the park.

The following is stated in Section 6.2.7, p. 22 of the Garibaldi Master Plan,: “However, not all of these activities [that is, possible activities in BC’s provincial park system] are necessarily in keeping with the wilderness role of Garibaldi Park.  Given that and the fact that other opportunities are available in close proximity to the park, heli-hiking, snowmobiling, and hunting are not deemed acceptable activities for Garibaldi Park.”  This is a very clear statement, which has been upheld against all requests to the contrary since the park’s creation in the 1920s.  We ask that your Ministry continue to uphold the Garibaldi Park Management Plan and refuse any requests for mechanized recreation in the park, including the one under consideration for snowmobile trails.

Yours truly

Anne Murray, Chair, Conservation Committee

BC Nature

cc  Hon. Barry Penner, Minister of Environment 

      Scott Benton, BC Parks, Ministry of Environment

      Mike Esler, President and CEO, Garibaldi at Squamish (GAS)

