Original letter on BC Nature letterhead
October 30, 2008
Honourable Gordon Campbell

Premier of British Columbia

Rm 156, West Annex, Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4

Dear Premier Campbell:

Re:  Shuswap Lake Integrated Planning Process (SLIPP) & Living Water Smart
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) held our Fall General Meeting at Sorrento in the Shuswap. This was an opportunity for our members to learn about and see first hand the serious conservation issues facing the Shuswap Lake watershed. The extent of proposed and completed developments in the watershed is putting incredible environmental stress on Shuswap and Mara Lakes. This is compounded by recreational pressures, including proliferation of unregulated house boats. The combined effects on water quality, for example, were illustrated vividly this spring by a massive algae bloom in the lake.

The ecological values of the Shuswap area must be protected in their own right, but are also of great economic importance for the province. The Adams River Sockeye run, for example, is world famous. A recent study by the US Fish and Wildlife Service showed that money spent on wildlife watching nationwide in the USA is equal to the combined revenues from all spectator sports, amusement parks, non-hotel casinos, bowling centres and skiing facilities. This finding could equally translate to Canada.

We are pleased that governments have recognized the high ecological value of the mouth of the Adams River and have halted development there.  BC Nature continues to encourage purchase of this key property.  We now urge your government to grant funding for the Shuswap Lake Integrated Planning Process, SLIPP. Completing this process, initiated by the Ministry of Environment, is essential to achieving a sustainable future for this ecologically and scenically rich region of the province.  As a strong supporter of setting SLIPP into action, we in BC Nature believe it should be a priority for your 2009 budget.  Financial support for SLIPP is a very good fit with the goals and objectives of “Living Water Smart” and it would also be an excellent example for other lake watersheds to follow around the province. 

Yours sincerely

Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature 

cc 

Hon. Barry Penner, Minister of Environment

Hon. George Abbott, Minister of Health Services and MLA for Shuswap

Hon. Stan Hagen, Minister of Agriculture and Lands

Hon. Pat Bell, Minister of Forests and Range

