Original on letterhead
February 17, 2009

Honourable Jim Prentice

Minister of Environment

Les Terrasses de la Chaudière
10 Wellington Street, 28th Floor
Gatineau, Quebec  K1A 0H3
Dear Minister Prentice:

The white sturgeon was listed as endangered under the Federal Species at Risk Act in 2006. The Nechako white sturgeon, a genetically distinct species which is included in this listing, is on a steep path toward extinction.  Historically it is estimated that there was once over 8000 white sturgeon in the Nechako River, yet in 1999 approximately only 571 mature sturgeon remained. By 2008, that estimate stood at fewer than 350. This figure, and the speed with which it came about, is very alarming because scientists have determined that when there are less than 500 individuals, permanent negative genetic effects arise. With virtually no recruitment and very few sturgeon less than 40 years old, an entire generation is already missing.  Of the 350 mature fish it is estimated that less than 150 of those are mature females. Because of these alarming statistics, the Recovery Plan for the Nechako white sturgeon has made a conservation fish culture program a key priority in the attempt to prevent the extinction of this fish. 

In March 2006, the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC led the development of a pilot fish conservation program in Vanderhoof. While the expedited ad-hoc design of the rearing facilities allowed the small-scale facility to get underway in time for the spawning season, the effort was not without its challenges.  This “pilot” project, which was  intended to be a stop-gap project only, was repeated in 2007 and 2008, again with serious challenges.  Since it is estimated that it could take up to 50 years for Nechako sturgeon to  achieve a self-sustaining population, a more permanent facility is urgently needed. To this end, a draft feasibility study for the Nechako White Sturgeon Interpretive Centre has just been completed. As you know, the goal of the Federal Species at Risk Act is to prevent species at risk from becoming extinct; it is incumbent upon the Federal government to contribute to this vital project. The survival of the Nechako white sturgeon as a species depends upon it. 

We look forward to your response regarding this very urgent issue. 

Yours truly

Bev Ramey

President

