Original on letterhead
Honourable Barry Penner





February 19, 2009
Minister of Environment

Parliament Buildings

Victoria, B. C.  V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Penner:
Re: Nechako White Sturgeon Survival

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the interest you have taken in the future of the endangered Nechako White Sturgeon and for your support of the proposed Nechako White Sturgeon Interpretive Centre. 
Historically it is estimated that there was once over 8000 white sturgeon in the Nechako River. The number of mature fish is now estimated to be fewer than 350 and of that number less than 150 are females. This is very alarming, since only a few years ago the number of mature fish was well over 500. If this trend continues, the Nechako white sturgeon will become extinct within a few decades. The recovery effort of the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative is two pronged:  a conservation fish culture program and research and recovery activities associated with habitat, recruitment and restoration. Since the drastically depleted gene pool will not allow the sturgeon to recover to self-sustaining levels naturally, a hatchery or conservation fish culture program is unfortunately necessary. Due to a delay in funding, the pilot hatchery in Vanderhoof will not be operating this year. As you are aware, this pilot hatchery, operated by Freshwater Fisheries Society of B. C., was not without its problems and was intended only to fill the void until a permanent facility could be constructed.
Since it is estimated that it could take up to 50 years for Nechako sturgeon to achieve a self-sustaining population, a more permanent fish culture program is needed.  To this end,  the draft feasibility study for the operational components for the Nechako White Sturgeon Interpretive Centre has just been completed by Southam Consulting Inc.  The capital budget estimates are not included in this study but will be provided in the final draft.  Given the perilous state of the Nechako sturgeon, it is crucial that the conservation fish culture program continue. The conservation fish culture component of the Nechako White Sturgeon Interpretive Centre would meet this requirement. It is imperative that the provincial government commit to funding this very necessary project.
We look forward to your response regarding this very urgent issue. 

Yours truly
Bev Ramey, President
cc: Iona Campagnolo

