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c/o Heritage Centre
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North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9
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March 9, 2009

Members of the Senate and the Senate Committee on National Finance

The Senate of Canada/Le Sénat du Canada

1034, 40 rue Elgin Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4
By email
Dear Members of the Canadian Senate:
Re:  Proposed Amendments to Bill C-10, the Budget Implementation Act, relating to the Navigable Waters Protection Act

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) is a provincial organization, representing 4,500 naturalists throughout British Columbia.   As naturalists, we wish to express our deep concern regarding the proposed amendments to the Navigable Waters Protection Act that are contained within Section 7 of  the Budget Implementation Act.   Of particular concern to us are those proposed amendments that would allow the Minister of Transportation to exempt certain projects and waterways from NWPA, thus removing the trigger for the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and jeopardizing aquatic life and ecosystems.    
We also object strongly to the removal of the public’s historic right to access our nation’s waterways.     
Furthermore, we are extremely disturbed that these amendments have been inserted into legislation dealing with the budget, to which they do not relate, and have not been subject to any public consultation.

We urge the Committee to remove these amendments from Bill C-10.  

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

Sincerely,

Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature
