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c/o Heritage Centre

1620 Mt Seymour Rd

North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9

604 985-3057   Fax 604 985-3059

www.bcnature.ca   
manager@bcnature.ca
April 14, 2009

Attention:  David “Archie” Riddell,

Project Assessment Director,

Environmental Assessment Office,

PO Box 9426 Stn Prov Govt,

Victoria BC V8W 9V1

Fax:  (250) 387-2208

Email:  eaoinfo@gov.b.ca
Dear Mr. Riddell,

Re:  Draft Terms of Reference for the Proposed Northwest Transmission Line (NTL) Project

BC Nature is a province-wide federation of naturalist clubs and individual naturalists, with about 4,500 members.   Our organisation’s interest in responding to these Terms of Reference, therefore, is primarily to ensure that irreversible environmental impacts are avoided, including impacts on the health and wellbeing of communities.   We have the following comments.

Preface

We note that south of Meziadin Junction, it is proposed that the new 335 km 287-kV transmission line from the Skeena Substation near Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake on Highway 37 now entering Environmental Assessment should parallel, but be separate from, the existing 138 kV circuit right of way that terminates at Stewart.   The reason given is to allow a straighter right-of-way for the new 287 kV line.   

In view of the potential for increased impacts on wildlife, we would appreciate being informed of why the new line requires a straighter right-of-way.   If the reason is increased cost, then we request that the additional cost be weighed against potential increased environmental impact.
Section 5.1  Scope of Environmental Assessment 

Assessment of potential adverse environmental effects of the proposed Project on wildlife needs to include 

· The potential for increased road kills of wildlife, not only during construction of the transmission line but also from the increased traffic that will result from the NTL;

· The potential impacts of the NTL corridor on the additional habitat fragmentation and on wildlife movements;

· The potential impacts on wildlife from the electric and magnetic fields associated with the NTL, as well as noise.

Assessment of potential social impacts on community and local economy needs to include the effects on local communities of the increased heavy industrial traffic on Highway 37.

Section 5.6 Valued Ecosystem Components.

It is not clear from Table 5.1 whether VEC’s will include Black and Kermode Bears or just Kermode Bears.   Since the Kermode Bear is a genetic variation of the Black Bear caused by a single recessive gene, it follows that all Black Bears, since they may be carriers of this gene, must be considered.

Section 6.  Baseline Studies, Potential Effects Assessment and Mitigation.  

6.1.2 Assessment of Potential Effects

· In considering “potential effects on water quality during operation of the transmission line due to vegetation management activities (i.e., application of herbicide, pesticide, mechanical removal of vegetation, etc.)”, the direction of Land and Resource Management Plans (LRMPs) need to be observed.   For example, the Cassiar Iskut-Stikine LRMP directs:

5.3 Use manual or mechanical brushing only (no herbicide use) for vegetation management along rights of way for roads, pipelines and hydro lines.
6.4.2  Assessment of Potential Effects

· Evaluation of potential effects of construction and operation activities on wildlife needs to include the potential impacts on bears in spring, when they tend to forage on the freshly greened up verge along Highway 37, and on moose in winter when greater numbers occur on and along Highway 37.

· Evaluation of potential effects on nesting, breeding and foraging habitats needs to include consideration of disturbance by helicopters.   For example, the Cassiar Iskut-Stikine LRMP requires avoidance of repeated flights in or near goat kidding areas between April 15 to June 15.   Also, the CI-S LRMP calls for minimizing impacts on Trumpeter Swan nesting and wintering areas.

· The proposed assessment of potential effects includes effects on eagle congregations at salmon streams.   In our opinion, the transmission line should avoid salmon streams wherever possible, and most certainly where eagles congregate, which would invite entanglement with the lines and electrocution;  and also areas where bears feed on fish, which will make them more vulnerable to hunting mortality.

6.5  Terrestrial Ecosystems, Vegetation and Soils

Re-establishment of vegetation along the transmission corridor should use vegetation native to the area transected by the corridor.

6.10  Transportation and Utilities

The requirements of the old Navigable Waters Protection Act, previous to the recent amendments in the federal budget (Bill C.10), should still be followed to ensure that potential impacts of the transmission line at navigable river crossings are considered.
6.10.2  Assessment of Potential Effects

Evaluation of potential effects on traffic during construction and operation of the transmission line must not be limited to airports and landing strips along the route, but include effects on (1) public use of the highway to reach destination points north and south, bearing the mind that most public users of the highway have no alternative route to use - other than the Alaska Highway at great cost of time and money, and (2) wildlife.

6.10.3 Mitigation Measures

Following an assessment of impacts on the public of increased traffic on Highway 37 from construction activities as well as development of the mines that the transmission line is intended to facilitate, the transportation authorities need to be informed of the necessity of upgrading Highway 37 to accommodate the increased traffic and public safety considerations.
6.11  Public Health

6.11.1.1  Audible Noise 

Consideration of the effects of noise from the transmission line on public health  should be extended to wildlife, including bats.
6.11.1.2  Electric and Magnetic Fields

Consideration of the range of typical electric and magnetic fields exposures for human populated areas needs to be extended to consideration of these effects on wildlife. 

We commend the BC Transmission Corporation for choosing to go through the BC Environmental Assessment process, and appreciate the opportunity for us to comment on the Project.

Sincerely,

Bev Ramey

President

