Original letter on BC Nature letterhead

April 20, 2009

Don Cadden, Manager, Omineca Region

Parks and Protected Areas Division (BC Parks)

Ministry of Environment

4015 18th Avenue

Prince George, BC

Dear Mr. Cadden:

I am writing on behalf of BC Nature, the provincial naturalists’ umbrella organization, regarding a proposed change to the agreement on closing the Mt. Sir Alexander and Mt. Ida massifs in Kakwa Provincial Park to recreational snowmobiling from April 15 to 30.  We support the closing and the Prince George Backcountry Recreation Society’s position that the agreement should continue to be honoured to accommodate non-motorized recreational users, no matter their numbers, and as part of the purpose of the park to protect ecological and wildlife values.

BC Nature commented on the draft management plan for Kakwa in November, 2004 (copy attached) in which a major concern was the proposal for extensive motorized recreation in the park and the ramifications for the ecological integrity and wildlife protection of the park.  We understand, however, that snowmobile traffic, most of it from Alberta where the machines are not allowed in the parks, continues to increase (200-300 machines per day at peak periods) and that there are considerable negative effects on the land in the Kakwa Lake area from tree cutting for fires, garbage, and human waste. 

The increasing power of snowmobiles allowing them to go into areas they previously could not, the high noise levels, and the increasing activity of ‘high marking’ – which led to a few of the 19 deaths of snowmobilers from avalanches in BC this year – add to the environmental damage and safety concerns with this seemingly ‘open door’ policy for snowmobilers in Kakwa.  This is not the scenario that we were informed in 2004-05 during the management plan process was to be the case.

At that time, in response to our concerns about the numbers of snowmobilers already using the park area, the fact that over 25% of the park was to continue to be open to them, and that most of the snowmobilers were coming in from Alberta, we were assured that mitigating efforts would be undertaken. Specifically, the numbers and effects on the park were to be monitored; there were to be discussions with the Alberta government about imposing fees for snowmobilers from that province; and that if negative effects were found, numbers would be controlled/reduced to mitigate the damage.  None of the above appears to have occurred, and even the token closing of the park to snowmobilers for the two weeks in April is in danger of being removed.

The above agreement on closure was made without qualifications as to minimum numbers of non-motorized recreationists using the areas in question, and it is at least a small recognition that motorized recreationists do not have exclusive rights to such areas.  BC Nature asks that BC Parks continue to support the closure and in addition, begin a process to control snowmobile numbers and the damage they and their riders are doing to the park and its wildlife habitat.  

Yours truly

Eva Durance, Parks and Protected Areas Coordinator 

BC Nature

