Premier Gordon Campbell




June 4, 2009
PO Box 9041 

Stn Prov. Govt

Victoria B.C.V8W 9E1

Dear Premier Campbell:
Re: Proposed NaiKun Wind Farm, Hecate Strait, Haida Gwaii
Congratulations on your re-election.  BC Nature members appreciated the focus you gave in your acceptance speech to the health of our people and the importance of careful stewardship of the environment for the benefit of the next generation.

In that light, we are writing to alert you at this early stage in the Environmental Assessment of our concerns with the proposed NaiKun wind farm.  The proposed project location, near Rose Spit in Haida Gwaii, is a region recognized for its ecological value by national and international scientists.  It is designated as the Rose Spit Important Bird Area (IBA) under the BirdLife International IBA Program.  The Rose Spit IBA is a key stopping point on the Pacific Offshore migratory flyway:   twenty million migratory birds fly through the area twice a year and thousands winter there.  In addition, as you well know, the marine environment of Haida Gwaii supports a world-renowned diversity of wildlife:  whales, fish, birds, clams, crabs and amphipods.  Rose Spit, Hecate Strait and the Dogfish Banks are of irreplaceable ecological value. 
Premier Campbell, as you alluded, the long term survival of humans depends on maintenance of biodiversity and integrity of ecological processes.  For a development to be truly sustainable, it must not significantly impact native wildlife. Simply put, energy projects such as the proposed NaiKun project are not “green” when located in areas of high wildlife values that are put at risk.  Placement of wind farms must not be allowed to damage internationally recognized bird migratory flyways.  We note that other provinces (eg Ontario http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/268986.pdf ) have developed guidelines to assist in the review of wind farm proposals, guidelines that take into consideration bird habitat and Important Bird Areas.  

BC Nature appreciates your attention to our concerns.    We will be making detailed comments during the public review of the Environmental Assessment of the NaiKun Project.
Yours sincerely
Bev Ramey

President, BC Nature
