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October 14, 2009

Honourable Kevin Krueger

Minister of Tourism, Culture and the Arts

PO Box 9071 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria BC  V8W9E9
Dear Minister Krueger:

Re:  Proposed Off Road Vehicle Regulations
BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) would like to convey our support for your efforts to introduce regulations to require one-time registration for all off road vehicles and also to mandate the display of a visible license or decal number.

BC Nature is the umbrella organization for 50 local natural history clubs throughout BC, and our membership is 4700.  As an organization in existence for 40 years, our members have been concerned for decades about environmental damage done by off road vehicles.  Our office files document meetings with government as far back as the 1970s.  We are a member of the Off Road Vehicle Coalition and participated in all the meetings and workshops, including discussions resulting in the 47 recommendations.  

However we were the one member organization of the ORV Coalition who could not support all the recommendations for immediate implementation.  Instead we recommended a two staged approach, beginning with the one-time registration requirement and display of the visible license/decal.  

We recommended a second phase which would implement those other recommendations arising from annual license renewal and resulting Trust Fund.  In principle we supported the areas for disbursement of the funds, that is:  safety, enforcement, education, trail development and conservation/stewardship.  However we felt that the details of the proposed Trust Fund and especially how it would be administered and how funds would be fairly allocated to the different areas, needed more consideration and refinement. 
We commend you and your government for moving forward with regulations for ORVs. You are likely already considering this, but to make the regulations more broadly acceptable, BC Nature encourages government to emphasize the benefits to the responsible ORV owner for insurance purposes of having an identifiable number with each machine.  Also, we encourage government to provide increased focus on safety and education materials and enable a process to make it legal for ORVs to use public road rights-of-way and road crossings at certain agreed upon safe locations.

Yours truly

Bev Ramey, President, BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)
