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March 17, 2010

Honourable Barry Penner

Minister of Environment
Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC  V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Penner:

Re:  Recovery of Mountain Caribou and proposed predator control

BC Nature’s members are opposed to killing wolves and other predatory species in an attempt to reverse the decline of the Mountain Caribou.  There is no certainty that killing wolves and cougar will enable caribou herds to recover.
We were particularly troubled to read, in the report “A Review of Management Actions to Recover Mountain Caribou in British Columbia, November 2009”, released February 2010, that:

“Most Science Team members recommended that aerial reduction of Wolves (shooting wolves from helicopters) would be the most direct and cost effective method to meet the desired wolf densities to recover caribou … and recommended the immediate implementation of an aerial reduction program for wolves that threaten herds with fewer than 50 animals.”

Through its membership in the Mountain Caribou Project over the past two and a half years, BC Nature has supported the Provincial Government’s measures to protect habitat by restricting logging and road building and by restricting snowmobile access to sensitive habitats.  However, we believe there is a great deal more work needed to recover Mountain Caribou herds, including:

· Continue to protect all suitable habitat for Mountain Caribou.

· Create barriers to predator movement into critical winter habitat wherever possible, particularly where timber harvesting has opened up this access. 

· Carefully manage snowmobilers so they don’t infringe on critical winter habitat. 

· Exclude motorized land and helicopter assisted recreation in critical winter habitat.

· Exclude mining activity from all critical habitat. 

· Fully fund the Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan, including enforcement of area closures to human activities. 

· Establish natal pens and implement herd augmentation.

BC Nature feels strongly that predator control is now being proposed as a substitute for adequate protection of the required caribou habitat from human activities.  Predator control may at first appear to be the least expensive action that government can take to appear to be trying to save the caribou, but it should never be used as a surrogate for necessary habitat protections.  Science needs to be applied with proper moral, ethical and societal considerations so that our activities are guided by the highest possible regard for all species within an ecosystem.   Predator control can be very costly and ecologically damaging, as it can cause long-term instability between predator and prey species, which is both undesirable and unpredictable.  The aerial shooting of wolves in the Muskwa and Kechika Valleys in the early 1980’s clearly illustrated the great expense and many pitfalls of shooting wolves.
BC Nature does NOT support aerial killing of wolves, nor killing of other predators.  This is a moral as well as a scientific issue for naturalists.  The extent of concerns now being raised by naturalists, gives us cause to expect government will receive extensive public criticism if aerial killing were to be implemented.  
Yours truly

Bev Ramey

President

