Sign-on letter to Federal Opposition Party Leaders spearheaded by Sierra Club, West Coast Environmental Law and EcoJustice:
May 6, 2010

Michael Ignatieff 

Jack Layton

Gilles Duceppe

Parliament Buildings 

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0A6 

Elizabeth May, Green Party
Save Canada’s environmental laws 

Dear      :

The undersigned are writing to request that your party commit to restoring and reforming the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) at the earliest opportunity. 

The Conservative government is pursuing a series of actions that will gut CEAA, which requires environmental assessments for development projects such as tar sands mines, oil and gas pipelines and nuclear power plants.  

Last year the budget implementation legislation amended the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA) and regulations as well as the Navigable Waters Protection Act, thereby eliminating thousands of assessments that helped to ensure that development is sustainable.  

Bill C-9 now goes even further in reducing the scope of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (see attached backgrounder). For example, a proposed tar sands mine could be “scoped” so that the project for the environmental assessment is reduced to a stream crossing. Further, the government is proposing to introduce another bill this spring that could give the Minister of Environment discretion to decide on whether any environmental assessment is conducted for any project that is subject to some federal decision. 

Collectively these changes fundamentally undermine the progress made on environmental assessment over the last three decades. 
We strongly believe that it is undemocratic for the government to gut environmental assessment law through the budget process. However, in the context of the current minority government we do appreciate that it is unlikely the 2010 changes to environmental assessment law can be prevented by this Parliament. 

We therefore urge you and your party to make a public commitment to reversing the environmental assessment law changes set out in Bill C-9 at the earliest opportunity. We also urge you to commit to reforming CEAA to ensure that it is effective in addressing key priorities such as climate change and continues to require funded public participation in environmental assessments.  

We note that the House of Commons Environment Committee is preparing to commence, as earlier as May 2010, a comprehensive review of the provisions and operation of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. This so-called seven-year review, required under CEAA to commence by June 2010, provides an excellent forum for developing legislative proposals to restore and reform CEAA. 
We would be pleased with you, [the environment critic] or your staff discuss our request for a public commitment to save environmental assessment law. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely 
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