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c/o Heritage Centre, 1620 Mt Seymour Rd

North Vancouver, BC  V7G 2R9

Tel 604.985.3057   Fax 604.985.3059

www.bcnature.ca   manager@bcnature.ca
May 29, 2010
By email to:  Scott Back, BC Parks [mailto:Scott.Back@gov.bc.ca]
From:  BC Nature – Don Guild and Bev Ramey

BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists) is pleased to provide general comments for the management plans under preparation for provincial parks of the Upper Fraser River, and to the east of Prince George:

· Close to the Edge Provincial Park and Protected Area

· Erg Mountain Provincial Park

· Evanoff Provincial Park

· Ptarmigan Creek Provincial Park and Protected Area

· Purden Lake Provincial Park

· Slim Creek Provincial Park 

· Sugarbowl Grizzly Den Provincial Park and Protected Area
There is good opportunity with these Provincial Parks to promote visitor use through maintaining and improving road access, better signage and trail improvements. The more people able to use designated trails into these parks, the more these wilderness areas will be valued for the outstanding attractions they conserve.
A program should be in place to ensure access roads to the parks remain drivable. This would likely be through a partnership with Ministry of Forests and forestry contractors.  Trail heads must be signed and trails maintained to at least a basic level.  Local guidebooks give clear descriptions of the trails and routes.
At the same time BC Parks must ensure that key wildlife habitat is protected, that trail improvements or trail routes do not threaten sensitive wildlife habitats (e.g. wetlands, meadows).  It is especially important to route trails so people are not encouraged into areas of rich wildlife habitat values, for example, critical mountain caribou, goat and grizzly habitat.  
Improvements for recreational access should not allow for off-road motorized use within park boundaries.   Adequate enforcement of non-motorized use must be in place.
BC Nature shares the concerns of the Northern BC Caving Club, in that although the caves are now relatively inaccessible, “complacency must be avoided. Fang Cave in particular, though generally robust, would quickly lose its near-pristine state if it was widely promoted as a day-trip or tourist attraction.  Any management plan which had the effect of significantly increasing visitation to the caves would thus be a source of serious concern for NBCCC”.   Caves must be respected as a fragile resource.
BC Parks has a fine balancing act to achieve, and with an extremely minimal budget to:  
· work with other Crown land managers adjacent to the Parks to ensure that access roads are maintained, 

· ensure basic signage and trail maintenance, 

· encourage and enable the public to explore the several beautiful natural features of these parks, 
YET at the same time ensure that the level of use and the areas that people are encouraged to use, will not negatively impact critical wildlife habitat.   Prohibit motorized access within provincial parks beyond access roads, and provide necessary enforcement.
