On BC Nature letterhead
The Honourable Michael Ignatieff,

Leader of the Opposition,

House of Commons,

Parliament Buildings,

Ottawa, Ont. K1A 0A6










July   16, 2010

Dear Mr. Ignatieff,

On behalf of BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists), I wish to applaud your recent announcement stating that the Liberal Party, when re-elected, will formalize the moratorium on crude-oil tanker traffic through the Dixon Entrance, Hecate Strait, and Queen Charlotte Sound.

Our organization is deeply disturbed about the implications of the proposed Northern Gateway project – in particular the planned tanker port at Kitimat, which will result in huge tankers negotiating the tricky waters of Douglas Channel and passages through the offshore islands. An eventual oilspill will be inevitable if the project goes ahead, with the potential to ruin the livelihoods of First Nations in the area, as well as the North Coast fishing industry – not to mention the biologically rich North Coast ecosystems and the tourist industry that is dependent on them. Twenty-one years after the Exxon Valdez oilspill disaster off the coast of Alaska, two thirds of the species being monitored have not recovered from the effects of the spill.

BC Nature, which represents 4,500 naturalists in B.C., is so concerned about this project that it intends to intervene at the Joint Review Panel hearings into the Northern Gateway Project, which are planned for next year – unless of course Enbridge withdraws its Application in response to the massive opposition from First Nations, the public, and now the Liberal Party of Canada.

Sincerely,

John Neville

President
