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July 27, 2010
Honourable Barry Penner
Minister of Environment and MLA for Chilliwack-Hope 

101- 7388 Vedder Road

Chilliwack, BC, V2R 4E4

Dear Minister Penner:
I am writing to you on behalf of BC Nature (Federation of British Columbia Naturalists) in support of the Harrison Hot Springs ad hoc committee now called ‘Friends of the East Sector’.  
As you may know, the East Sector is a special planning area in the Harrison Hot Springs Official Community Plan.  It comprises approximately 400 Acres of natural forest.   Recently a proposed residential development in the 75 acre privately held part of the East Sector has alarmed residents who value the unique forested setting of the village, situated as it is in one of the last remaining areas of valley bottomland mixed forest in the Fraser Valley.  The committee proposes that the entire East Sector be preserved as a Regional or Provincial Park. 

This is not a new idea.  In 1998, the Kent-Harrison Green Legacy Society published and submitted a proposal to the Village of Harrison Hot Springs asking for the area to be preserved as a “passive, natural park in perpetuity”.  This report can be viewed on line at www.kentharrisongreenlegacy.com by clicking on “ A New Park for HHS.”  A recent newspaper article on the area can be viewed at: http://www.bclocalnews.com/fraser_valley/ahobserver/news/87485382.html 

In October 2007, BC Nature held their 4-day Fall General Meeting and conference in Harrison Hot Springs.  One hundred and nine members in attendance agreed that Harrison was certainly a very special environment within the Fraser Valley with one of the last examples of valley bottomland mixed forest.  Many planned to return as tourists to enjoy this beautiful location.  The attractive tourist facilities of Harrison Hot Springs are well sited within beautiful natural surroundings and supported by its residential area.
The natural valley bottom lands contains abundant mixed coniferous/deciduous trees, and includes two rare plant communities, cottonwood-Sitka willow & cottonwood-red osier dogwood.  The attractive Western Trillium is found throughout the forested sites.  Wildlife trees, ranging from live and healthy to stumps and debris, provide nest, food, roost, shelter and wintering sites.   This large healthy forest contributes hugely to cooler air, lower ozone levels and sequestered air pollutants.  

The wetlands and woodlands of the east Sector provide important habitat for the endangered Pacific Water Shrew and Salish Sucker. Other species of concern known to reside in the area include: Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, Band-tailed pigeon, Lewis’ Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Trowbridge Shrew, Western Toad and Red-legged Frog. The sphagnum bog at the northern end of the East Sector is among the last in BC and is very important for frogs and other amphibians and the rare Labrador Tea shrub.  Loss of wetland has profound consequences for the ecology. 

The Miami River runs through the East Sector including the part containing the proposed development; from there it drains into Harrison Lake a short distance from the head of the Harrison River which has recently been declared a ‘Salmon Stronghold’.    Such a beautiful natural setting within a short walk of the tourist facilities and residential area is indeed a gem to be cherished.
It is entirely possible for municipalities to protect their environmentally sensitive areas through mechanisms outlined in the   ‘Green Bylaws Toolkit’.  Unfortunately many of the approaches outlined in the Toolkit are voluntary rather than mandatory.  Tourist operators world wide now recognize that in the long term natural attractions such as the wetlands and woodlands of Harrison’s East Sector located within a short walk of the main tourist facilities, serve as a tremendous attraction for tourists.
It is our understanding that the Harrison Village Council has shown no signs of willingness to take voluntary action on this issue.  For example, although the Official Community Plan states ‘The primary community interest lies in protecting the important ecological values in this area…’ it also states ‘The focus of future planning is to determine the capacity of the area to accommodate residential and other development…’ 

BC Nature urges the Province to take a critical leadership role and to designate the provincial Crown lands for protection, either through a Provincial Protected Area or through transfer to the Fraser Valley Regional District for a natural area park.  We trust such leadership from the Province will encourage the local government to act to protect the important ecological values of the other lands that make up the East Sector.   

Please advise whether the Province can designate the 320 acres of Crown land in the East Sector for protection.

Respectfully,

John Neville, 

President, BC Nature

cc:  
Mayor and Council, Village of Harrison Hot Springs


Fraser Valley Regional District


East Sector Ad Hoc Committee

